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Lesson for January 29 in this Issue 
’ Lesson 5.—The Growing Fame of Jesus. 
> Mark 3 : 7-12; 6 : 53-56. 
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T HAS been said that the father of success is 

work. Are you letting the advertising pages of 

The Sunday School Times work for you and con- 

tribute largely to your success by letting them be 

your medium of contact with one of the choicest 
reading constituencies in the land ? 


























Cleansing 
By Maud Frazer Jackson” 


HERE’S a joy, a beauty, which is felt and seen 
In the soiled becoming clean,— 
When a window scummed with dirt is made to shine 
And to sparkle crystaline. 
The well-scrubbed floors and pantry shelves 
Deserve an ode all to themselves ; 
And blowing sheets of spotless white 
“Are lilting songs of pure delight. 
We see the leaves rejoice, the flowers, 
Beneath the gracious, cleansing showers; 
Feel water at the close of day 
Wash weariness of toi] away. 


These cleansings beautiful all turn our thought 

Unto the wonder that by God is wrought, 

When, by the blood once offered, he imparts 

Cleansing from sin to all believing hearts. 

Our body we may wash, and our abode ; 

Soul-cleansing only is by grace bestowed. 

God says there is rejoicing in heavenly domains 

When sinners at the fountain “lose all their guilty 
stains.’ 








Walking With Sure Steps 


Slippery walking is a common experience in win- 
ter; but it ought not to be a common experience in 
the spiritual life of the Christian. Indeed, God has 
made such abundant provision that no child of his 
need ever slip. The Psalmist declared by inspiration 
concerning anyone who trusts and obeys God: “The 
law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall 
Slide” (Psa. 37:31). Again, we read the word of 
the believer addressed to God: “Thou hast delivered 
my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from 
falling, that I may walk before God in the light of 
the living?” (Psa. 56: 13.) At another time the Psalm- 
ist confessed, of his own experience: “As for me, 
my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh 

- - . nevertheless I am continually with thee: 
thou hast holden me by my right hand” (Psa. 73: 2, 
23). To sin is to slip and fall; but God will k 
rom sinning the man who surrenders to God’s wi 
and trusts him fully; therefore the Psalmist says: 


“Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity 


have dominion over me” (Psa. 119: 133). To walk 


without falling always calls for God’s will and guid- 


ance; as Jeremiah said: “O Lord, I know that the way 


of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walk- 
eth to direct his steps” (10:23). One must be raised 
from the death of trespasses and sins before one can 
walk safely; “therefore we are buried with_ him 
[Christ] by baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life’ (Rom. 6:4). Then, as we follow the example 
that Christ set for us, “that ye should follow his 
steps” (1 Pet. 2:21), our life will be an unceasing 
praise “unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). 


. al 
Postponed Blessing 


It is always dangerous to postpone until some 
future time what God would have us enjoy today. 
A Christian had received news of a disagreement 
among a group of other. Christian workers, brought 
about by pride and selfishness and unlove. She re- 
marked, “If only the Lord would come and set these 
things straight.” But is there not danger in forget- 
ting that God the Holy Spirit is already present with 
his children, and that God the Son ever liveth to make 
intercession for us at the right hand of the Father? 
It is true that there are certain temporal matters that 
cannot be set straight until the Lord Jesus comes in 
person, and of course we shall not be delivered from 
the presence of sin until Christ comes; but his Word 
makes it plain that he wants us to trust him for de- 
liverance from the power of sin moment by moment, 
while we wait for him. With two such ones “called 
along side to help” as the Lord Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit, we do not need to wait until the Lord’s visible 
return to trust him to remove differences that arise 
between Christians, to straighten out the tangles, and 
to prevent such situations from arising in the future. 
Are we willing to pray prevailingly for those in whom 
we see things that we know dishonor and grieve the 
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Lord Jesus? Are we willing to trust him to keep us 
from words and deeds and thoughts that hinder our 
testimony? Are we hindering the Spirit’s working 
by not really expecting hearts to be melted and dif- 
ferences cleared up until the Millennium? 


a 

America’s Peril 

Is America going to become “like all the nations”? 
Israel decided to do this, long ago, and it was the 
beginning of her downfall. Up to within a few years 
there has been a higher moral tone in America than 
in Europe; is that day passing? In a letter from the 
“Farm Mother” to the Editor she writes: ‘There 
was an item in yesterday’s paper concerning the Chi- 
cago Arts Ball that makes me wish I could do some 
John the Baptist preaching. It is unbearable to see 
the standards that we have always considered Amer- 
ican crumbling, and to be told that a thing is all right 
because it is done in Paris. I guess General Pershing 
spoke truer than he knew when he said, ‘Lafayette, 
we are here.’ We seem to have gone over to France 
to stay.” Let us thank God that there are millions 
of American citizens who have made no concession 
to the degeneracy that is destroying lives and nations 
so swiftly today. From the President down through 
many lesser offices of government in the United States 
there are many who are setting themselves against 
the popular abandonment of righteousness. It is well 
to recall the message that was written by President 
Grant for The Sunday School Times in 1876 and pub- 
lished in this paper: “Your favor of yesterday, ask- 
ing a message from me to the children and youth of 


‘the United States, to accompany your Centennial Num- 


ber, is this moment received. My advice to Sunday- 
schools, no matter what their denomination, is: Hold 
fast to the Bible as the sheet-anchor of your liberties; 
write its precepts in your hearts, and practice them in 
your lives. o the influence of this Book are we 
indebted for all the progress made in true civilization, 
and to this we must look as our guide in the future. 
‘Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach 
to any people.’ Yours respectfully, U. S. Grant.” 


A New Land 


was a great and powerful city that would com- 

pare favorably with many a proud metropolis in 
our modern world. Evidences of material. splendor 
and prosperity abounded on every hand. Idolatry also 
flourished in rank luxuriance. One day God appeared 
to Abraham and said: “Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto a land that I will show thee: And I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.” 
It must have been good news to Abraham to be in- 
formed by no less an afithority than God that he was 
to be richly blessed and lifted to the heights of fame. 
Most people enjoy being blessed and would like to 
become famous. 

But let us note that this promise to Abraham was 
tied with the command, “Get thee out of thy coun- 
try unto a land that I will show thee.” That put a 
different complexion on things. All was not to be 
easy. Sacrifice was involved. Abraham was told to 
turn his back upon all that he had known and loved, 
and go férth into a strange land. Who knew what 
lay ahead? Surely Abraham did not. So there was 
a condition with this promise that made it a very 
real challenge to faith. Abraham, as we know, bravely 
responded to this challenging promise and was thereby 
enabled to build a life of unfading glory. 

Have not noble men and women of every time and 
ey found it true again and again that many of 

’s golden promises are conditioned by iron re- 
quirements? Precious metals are imprisoned in solid 
rock. Crowns of victory are engraved with crosses 
Of sacrifice. Cruel giants and fierce foes must be 
vanquished before we can take possession of the 
promised land. How keenly do we sense the fact tha. 
only after arduous toil and fiery battles and painful 
sacrifices do many of the richest promises of 


Aiwa was living in Ur of Chaldea. Ur 





become really ours through personal appropriation? 
Too many of us crave the glory without the labor, 
the medal without the danger, the crown without the 
cross. We want to climb the peaks of God in a 
cushioned car. We miss the joy in Christ because 
we are so loth to do and dare for him. God promises 
to make our life great in his sight—and all other 
greatness is but dust and ashes — if we will bravely let 
him lead us into a new land that he will show us. 
Let us boldly, like. Abraham of old, respond to this 
challenging promise, in the full assurance that rugged 
trails of obedience to God lead to sunlit heights of 
achievement for men. 

Do our hearts leap in eager response to God’s 
promise to make us a blessing? How many of us 
can honestly give an affirmative answer to this search- 
ing query? Does not shame force us to confess to 
God that we are too selfish to be greatly gripped by 
his challenging promise to make us a blessing? Per- 
haps we are saying that this is too harsh and sweeping 
an indictment. To be sure, we all want in a general 
way to be a blessing to the world. We seek the good 
of our fellow.men. We wish well by them. We are 
ready to do what we can to help them in their need. 
Our hearts. are aglow with benevolent feelings and 
humanitarian impulses. Our sympathies are broad 
enough to encircle this whole wide world. Yet alt 
this may be true without ‘altéring the fact that most 
of us are too selfish to be greatly gripped by God’s 
promise to make us a.blessing. We are willing to be 
made a blessing if the price is not too high. How 
much are we ready to deny ourselves and even to 
suffer, if need be, in order that God may make us a 
blessing to the world? Just how much of self are we 
prepared to give up for our Lord’s sake that we may 
have more of him to give to men? Are we really as 
concerned about what God can do through us as we 
are about what God can do for us? God’s choicest 
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fruits of blessing to the world are grown in the gar- 
dens of sacrificial living. Bearing in mind the fact 
that God’s power to make us a blessing to the world 
is dependent upon our willingness to lay our lives 
upon the altar of heroic sacrifice to him, how many of 
us can truthfully say that we are as ardently eager to 
be made blessings as we are to receive blessings? 

If we are more intent upon receiving blessings from 
the Lord than upon being made blessings to the world, 
then we are missing the whole purpose of God. We 
are to be stewards of grace. God gives to us that we 
may give to others. We are not to enjoy our religion 
selfishly; we are to live it generously. Our lives are 
not terminal stations, but distributing centers of 
heavenly commerce. God’s love reposes in the depths 
of the soul like a mighty reservoir; but it is con- 
stantly to be poured out through the pipes of service 
to meet all the manifold needs of the lives with which 
we come into contact from day to day. And we shall 
find that God’s gifts of love to us multiply in propor- 
tion as they are shared with men. We learn through 
Christian experience that in letting God make us a 
blessing to the world, even at the cost of great self- 
denial on our part, we are therein receiving for our- 
selves the choicest blessings from God. 

Let us not, however, in stressing the truth that we 
are to give lavishly of ourselves in sacrificial service 
to the world, overlook the equally important fact that 
we must receive generously from God. The manu- 
factured articles of service that we send out into the 
world will depend in both quantity and quality upon 
the raw materials of grace that we import into our 
hearts from Heaven. We must refill our souls with 
divine grace if we are to continue to enrich the world 
with valuable service. 

A sincere response to God’s promise to make us a 
blessing involves genuine courage as well as deep com- 
munion with him. It means that we yield ourselves in 
implicit obedience to One who puts growth in Chris- 
tian character above everything else, and who will net 
hesitate to put us into the fiery furnace of affliction 
that the gold in our souls may be refined of dross 
and made more malleable to his eternal purposes. It 
means that we enter upon an arduous course of 
training under him who holds no discipline too severe 
if only the soul be thereby made stronger and more 
valiant in the service of God and man. It meays that 
we become volunteers in a spiritual life-saving corps, 
and hold ourselves in readiness to plunge into the 
wildest seas, or rush into the fiercest flames, when we 
hear the Captain’s command to go to the rescue of an 
imperiled soul. It means, to use a figure descriptive 
of a less spectacular form of heroism, that, like can- 
didates for honors in English universities, we give our- 
selves unremittingly to the task of learning all we 
possibly can in an experimental way about Christ and 
his truth; and such study means working our way 
through many a hard and knotty problem in the ex- 
acting courses of life. 




















Meeting Fellow Members of The 
Sunday School Times Family 


In this day of spiritual declension and apostasy, 
I beNeve The Sunday School Times might render 
a spiritual service by suggesting that its readers of 
a certain city or district might meet together at a 
specified time and place for mutual spiritual refresh- 
ment and encouragement. 

If in this way the readers of The Sunday School 
Times could know one another socially and strengthen 
the ties of spiritual fellowship “in the unity of the 
Spirit” I believe it would be stimulating and encour- 
aging to all. 

Such a Sunday School Times Family Fellowship 
for praise, prayer, and friendly intercourse might 
be tried out in a few cities first; or it might be a 

eneral effort around the world at a specified time. 

believe it could result in a concerted effort to stimu- 
late intercessory prayer for revival in the Church of 
Christ throughout the world. And it would doubtless 
hearten many lonely Christians in many places who 
could thus meet with others of like faith and similar 
zeal for the “faith of our fathers.” 

May our Lord guide in any further development 
in this idea—Wilham H. Richie, American Branch 
The Scripture Gift Mission, Philadelphia. 


The Sunday School Times is grateful for the fact 
that it has often been an introduction or bond of fel- 
lowship between Christian people who had not known 
each other before. Some one seeing a stranger read- 
ing The Sunday School Times, in trolley car or train, 
has made this a point of contact, and.a real fellowship 

as begun. Perhaps the simplest way to act upon this 
nteresting suggestion from Mr. Richie would be for 
Sunday School Times club secretaries,— those who 
are in charge of clubs of five or more subscriptions, 
—to call together the members of their club for such 
a time of social and spiritual fellowship as is here 
suggested. The club secretary has the names and ad- 
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dresses of the members of his or her club, and can 
readily reach them. 

The Sunday School Times would like to know the 
results of such informal’ meetings of members of its 
family. As this method is tried, it may lead to fur- 
ther steps that can be taken, in the larger develop- 
ment of the idea suggested by Mr. Richie. Thus two 
or more club secretaries might combine their clubs 
in a meeting for fellowship. The Editor will welcome 
letters from readers reporting what they may do in 
this matter, or making other suggestions that may be 


practicable. 
yaa 


Have Men’s New Discoveries a 
Prophetic Significance ? 


“It is an interesting fact in the ways of divine 
providence that, whenever a new dispensation of re- 
ligion is given, there is a new outpouring of science. 
Grecian and Egyptian literature were opened out in 
the Roman world at the publication of the Gospel, so 
as in this respect to offer a beautiful auxiliary to 
religion.” 

I have quoted the above to you from a book I 
have been reading. That is a_ striking statement, 
and one which I have not heard before or seen in 
print. What do you think of it? Is it true? 

If it is true we have another striking evidence 
of the near approach of the end of this dispensation. 
I am not a crank on the subject, but I want to hear 
what you think of it. Are there any books on the 
subject?—A North Carolina reader. 


When the world is passing from one of God’s great 
dispensations to another, startling things occur. The 
Scriptures show this to have been a fact during the 
historical ages that have passed, as divinely recorded. 
It should not surprise us, therefore, that profoundly 
impressive things are happening today, when the end 
of this age or dispensation of grace is evidently so 
near, and the beginning of a new age, to be ushered 
in by the Lord’s return, is at hand. 

One of the best recent studies of this subject is a 
booklet, “Seven Biblical Signs of the Times,” by Dr. 
Lewis Sperry Chafer (Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, 843 North Wells Street, Chicago, 20 cents). 

One of the seven signs of the end of this age, all 
predicted in the Scriptures and all, for the first time 
in history, now occurring simultaneously, has to do 
with the material earth. We know that in the age that 
lies just ahead, when the Lord shall be reigning in 
personal presence over the earth, “creation itself also 
shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the liberty of the glory of the children of God” (Rom. 
8:21, Revised Version); and “the wilderness and 
the solitary place shall be glad . . .; and the desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose” (Isa. 35:1). 
As to the time just preceding that coming age we 
read: “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and 
seal the book, even to the time of the end: many 
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” 
(Dan. 12:4). Dr. Chafer writes, concerning these 
prophecies : 

“Material things are to be transformed. . . . Within 
our own generation we have begun to experience a day 
of invention and material transformation the end of 
which we cannot foresee. The world is on wheels 
and wings. Every latent resource of the material earth 
is being unlocked. Knowledge, if not wisdom, is in- 
creased until the old-time general education has had 
to be set aside for this fast moving age of specialists. 

“The present material changes and ‘inventions have 
their origin in the world-system, and are only a 
shadow of the prophesied glory that will yet fill the 
earth. Though the present knowledge and discovery 
be of the Satanic order, that in it which is true will 
doubtless abide and contribute to the perfect order that 
will be. The present inrush of material change can- 
not be accounted for by human experience of the past. 
Is it not a signal, though but a shadow, of the coming 
glory which God will yet aecomplish in the earth?” 

This seems to be .a Scriptural explanation cf the 
marvelous and new “outpouring of science” that is oc- 
curing before our eyes. It would seem to be, not be- 
cause men have better minds than they used to have, 
—evolution may teach this, but not the Scriptures; 
nor is it because men are better able to make scientific 
discoveries than in earlier ages, or more resourceful 
in making “many inventions”; but rather that God, by 
his arbitrary and sovereign will, has permitted and 
directed certain scientific discoveries of today, lixe 
radio, radium, airplanes, motor cars and motor boats, 
and a host of other marvels in natural science, as a 
foregleam of the glories of the millennial or kingdom 
age that is to come. 

The seven Biblical signs of the times set forth 
Scripturally and discussed in Dr. Chafer’s valuable 
booklet are the following: 

“The Jew arises to national life; Gentile govern- 
ments turn to democracy; Jerusalem is released from 
the over-lordship of Gentiles; Prophecy is uriveiled; 
Knowledge increases, and. men run to and fro, and all 
creation is to be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption; An apostasy must appear which retains the 
outward form of godliness, but denies the power 
thereof; And treasure must be heaped together for the 
‘last days.’ These are God’s signs and they are be- 
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ing fulfilled at this moment. The rugged mountains 
appear; but our blessed haven in the presence of our 
Lord. is even nearer. May this solemn truth lead us 
to be instant in season and gut of season in the work 
which he has given us to do!” 

Any Bible class can have a rich experience in study- 
ing this booklet, and will gain a deepened realization 
of the supernatural character of the Scriptures by the 
light on these times that is given by the Word to 
those who are willing to believe. “But ye, brethren, 
are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you 
as a thief” (1 Thess. 5:4). Therefore, let us heed the 
Lord’s call through the apostle: ‘Wherefore, beloved, 
seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that 
ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless” (2 Pet. 3:14). 
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Where Is the Ark of the Covenant, 
and What Was in It? 


Why were there only tablets of stone in the ark of 
the covenant when it was placed in Solomon’s 
Temple? What had become of the other things? 
Where is the ark now ?—Asked by an Intermediate 
girl in California. 


There is a difference of opinion among Bible stu- 
dents as to what is meant by certain Scripture state- 
ments concerning the contents of the ark of the 
covenant. 

We read in Hebrews 9: 2-4 of that part of the taber- 
nacle “after the second veil, . . : which is called the 
Holiest of all; which had the golden censer, and the 
ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, 
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and 
Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the cove- 
nant.” On the face of it this would appear to mean 
that the ark at one time contained the pot of manna, 
and Aaron’s rod, and the tables of the ten command- 
ments. But such sound Bible commentators as John 
D. Davis in his “Dictionary of the Bible,” and Jamie- 
son, Fausset, and Brown in their “Commentary Criti- 
cal and Explanatory of the Whole Bible,” take the 
view that, in the light of other Scriptures, such as 
Exodus 25:21; 16:34; Numbers 17: 10, and the like, 
the “wherein” in the passage in Hebrews refers, not 
to the ark, but to the Holiest place, and that only 
the tables of the covenant were ever in the ark. Thus 
Davis says that the ark of the covenant or testimony, 
being the central object of the tabernacle, “was made 
specially as a receptacle for the testimony, on the 
tables of stone . . . Afterwards a pot of manna, 
Aaron’s rod that blossomed, and the book of the law 
were put beside the ark, but were removed during 
the times of confusion (1 Kings 8:9).” 

On the other hand, it may be legitimate to under- 
stand that the word “wherein” in the Hebrews pas- 
sage doés refer to the ark, and that at one time this 
sacred chest contained the golden pot of manna and 
Aaron’s rod, as well as the tables of the covenant. 

Five centuries after the tabernacle and the ark were 
)uilt, when Solomon had built the Temple in Jeru- 
salem and the ark of the Lord was brought by the 
priests “into the oracle of the house, to the most 
holy place, even under the wings of the cherubims,” 
we read that “there was nothing in the ark save the 
two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, 
when the Lord made a covenant with the children of 
Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt” 
(1 Kings 8: 1-9). Some infer, with good reason, that 
the statement that at that time “there was nothing in 
the ark save the two tables of stone” implies that for- 
merly it had contained the other articles mentioned. 
Indeed, the New Testament section of the Jamieson, 
Fausset, and Brown Commentary recognizes this, and 
continues: ‘The expressions ‘before the Lord’ (Exod. 
16:33), and ‘before the testimony’ (Num. 17: 10), 
thus mean, ‘in the ark.’ ‘In,’ however, may be used 
here (as the corresponding Hebrew word) as to things 
attached to the ark as appendages, as the book of the 
law was put ‘in the side of the ark,’ and so the golden 
jewels offered by the Philistines (1 Sam. 6:8).” 

It was about a century and a half before Solomon 
built the Temple that the ark had been captured by the 
Philistines. It brought them only punishment from 
God, and they sent it to the men of Beth-shemesh, 
where God punished again, for “he smote the men of 
Beth-shemesh, because they had looked into the ark 
of the Lord, even he smote of the people fifty thou- 
sand and threescore and ten men” (1 Sam. 6:19). If. 
the ark originally contained the several articles noted 
above, then it is believed that the golden pot of 
manna and Aaron’s rod may have been taken from the 
ark at this time, leaving only the tables of stone, 
which would be of no interest or value to the thieves. 

In Revelation 11:19, as the risen Lord opens to 
us the future and lets us see into Heaven as well as 
the future of this earth, we read: “And the temple 
of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in 
his temple the ark of his testament.” “Testament” is 
the same word as “covenant,” so this is a mention of 
“the ark of his covenant.” Some believe that this Scrip- 
ture shows that the ark was miraculously preserved 
by God, and that it is or will be in Heaven, a con- 
clusion not unreasonable in the light of this passage. 

























































































































































































































































.Lesson for January 29 
Mark 3: 7-12; 6: 53-56 
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When a Young Aristocrat Lost All Hope 


And chose between atheism and the Bible 











By Raoul Vandendriessche 














A Foreworp sy EpitH F. Norton 


Ascending Brussels’ most’ beautiful thoroughfare, 
the Avenue Louise, as one reaches the great “Rond 
Point” to the right can be seen the charming little 
Avenue Roger Vandendriessche with the massive red 
brick front of the Vandendriessche home crowning 
the head of the street. The other side of the great 
house gives on the large open spaces of the Parc of 
Terveuren, with its patches of forest where hidden 
nightingales sing, and its shining little lakes dotted 
with swans. Fleecy clouds ride across the blue sky, 
and the peculiar silvery light of a Belgian day brings 
out all the tender beauty of distant red roofs, slender 
silhouetted trees, and placid forest pools. 

That home of beauty was desolated by the great 
and terrible War. The elder son Roger —for whom 
the avenue has been renamed — was killed, and only 
his younger brother Raoul, also an officer, survived 
to the sorrowing father and mother. For the mother 
particularly, —a singularly devoted and tender mother, 
— it was a crushing blow, yet borne bravely. Hardly 
less did the brother Raoul feel the loss of his be- 
loved comrade. 

Raoul Vandendriessche was a type rarely encoun- 
tered by us in our work among the Belgian people. 
He represented the flower of European culture and 
charm, united to a singularly winsome and responsive 
nature, totally devoid of pose or affectation. But, be- 
fore he crossed our path, of peace and rest of soul 
he knew no more than the poorest sin-ridden Belgian 
that had found forgiveness and hope in any of our 
mission stations. He was to find peace of heart by 
the same route, and to become a lover of the Lord 
Jesus and one of the most faithful of his followers 
among the group of believers at Brussels. Here is 
his own story: 

N THE life of every human soul comes a moment 
] when powerful necessity is laid upon him to “think 

things through.” Such moments are blessed dis- 
pensations of God. They accompany the great crises 
of life, —the period of adolescence, the apprehended 
approach of old age, or the moment when the heart is 
torn by some overwhelming sorrow. To think at such 
times becemes an act intensely painful; it is indeed 
a veritable travail of soul. I have personally passed 
through this very experience, and it is of this that I 
desire to speak. : 

With the close of the War I doffed my uniform to 
enter the Law School of the University of Brussels. 
At that time I was dominated by two impulses, — one, 
an intense passion for study as a consequence of the 
intellectual stagnation I had suffered during the years 
of conflict; the other a_ mood of ascetic renouncement, 
also a result of what I had seen during the War, — 
cultivation of the mind; renunciation of the things of 
sense. This was my twofold ideal. A 

My efforts were to meet with great disillusionment. 
The sciences to which I gave myself as an eager 
student had no answer to make to my questioning, 
although I threw myself heart and soul into their 


study, seeking to learn all that science had to teach > 


her adepts. Furthermore, I perceived that these 
sciences to which I gave myself seemed to ignore abso- 
lutely, by some illogical contradiction, the first prin- 
ciples that nevertheless constitute their proper foun- 
dation. For it is not true science that ignores the 
.very thing that it claims to be investigating. Here, 
in the midst of my studies to which I had so looked 
forward, I found myself rebuffed. 

In the realization of my life’s ideal I was destined 
to suffer even a more painful rebuff. Despite long- 
repeated efforts, I was compelled to admit that I was 
powerless in face of the evil that I knew to exist in 
my heart; despite my ardent desire to be free, without 
ceasing I fell again and again into the same faults, 
and all my exertions and all my resolutions did not 
deliver me. a 

I tried hard to convince myself that it is natural 
to man to follow his individual bent, but my own con- 
duct in the light of the noble aims I was pursuing 
seemed to me a living condemnation. Then it was 
that I fell into profound depression, because I could 
not. but see that I was not only making less progress 
than formerly, but I was coming to lose all faith in 
myself. And I set myself to search painfully, ob- 
stinately, a new route to follow, feeling that if in 
some way I could not fill the awful void in my life, 
soon for me there would be no longer any reason for 
continuing to live. 

Life had always seemed to me a beautiful and 
luminous adventure, but its light now seemed far re- 
moved, its beauty inaccessible. At this time I could 
write in the following vein: “I used formerly to 
foresee life as a magnificent thing, but I was not able 


The Editor of The Sunday School Times had 
the privilege of visiting M. Vandendriessche and 
his mother in their home in Brussels in 1925, and 
welcomes his searching testimony. With relent- 
less logic and with extraordinary acumen 
insight the author shows the inescapable conclu- 
sions of present-day science, philosophy, 
civilization. He quotes freely from the published 
writings of the celebrated French biologist, Pro- 
fessor Felix Le Dantec of the University of Paris, 
who died in 1917. The convictions and teachings 
of this ultra-modern scientific leader will shock 
God’s people—but they ought to be known. They 
are taught in our schools and colleges today. 

When hope was well-nigh gone, a member of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission handed this young 
lawyer a book that showed that the Bible is the 
very Word of God. Step by step he was led to 
Christ as his Saviour and Lord. To talk with him 
now is a radiant experience. 
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to believe that it could contain so much more of 
sorrow than of joy. I was not able to suspect that 
life had anything but splendor to disclose. Alas! I 
have found that at the summit of all the marvelous 
discoveries of life is human conscience, disclosing a 
sadly disillusioned and breaking heart.” 

That which troubled me most was the strong con- 
viction that in continuing in this path I should one 
day have to regret a misspent life, sacrificed to vain 
andtransient ends. I could feel in advance the tor- 
ments of conscience that would assail me at the end 
of my career, as I should see in retrospect the pure 
fountain of my youth swallowed up in the arid desert 
sands of my life’s failure. I saw my life in the guise 
of a fragile and beautiful piece of bric-a-brac that I 
should have let fall from my hands to be forever de- 
stroyed. I said to myself: “Your life has been pre- 
sented to you as a precious gift. Once only in the 
eternal light of the ages is this gift given to you, and 
soon it will be withdrawn from your grasp and be 
forever lost to you if, while you still possess it, you 
do not engrave upon it some imperishable remem- 
brance of your own personality that shall remain 
during its long voyage through eternity.” 

As I regarded the earthly occupations to which men 
devoted themselves, I was seized by an anguish of 
spirit at the futility of it all. ‘What is the use,” I 
said to myself, “of what assistance to us will be the 
glory of arms, or of fortune, or human science, or 
art? Is it a question of becoming a soldier, a doctor, 
a lawyer, a banker? No, our destiny is something 
beyond.” And I searched for the thing that was 
necessary for man to know or possess, but I searched 
in vain. Oh, how I envied Nature, which fulfills its 
destiny, silently and without effort, with the tran- 
quillity of things that seem to be eternal! 


The Self-Contradiction of Human Philosophy 


That which struck me was the matchless obedience 
of this Nature to the law that dwells within it. By 
this I was led to the conclusion that it was by obedi- 
ence alone that might be realized this happiness so 
impossible to man. Yes, it was necessary to be obe- 
dient to law. All this brought again the necessity of 
knowing what law it is to which one must submit, and 
once again I was made to see all the contradictions 
that I carried about in my being, — contradictions that 
impelled me to desire the good with all my force when, 
at the same time, an enemy power constrained me to 
commit the evil. 

One philosophy taught: “Follow Nature. All is 
good in Nature. There is nothing outside Nature.” 

But I was forced to reject this, seeing that this 
teaching forbade any distinction between the evil and 
the good; and if I rejected this distinction I should 
have had to abandon all hope of escaping from the 
situation in which I was suffering so cruelly. So I 
perceived that all = conceived outside of 
belief in God, are brought, under the penalty of be- 
coming self-contradictory, even to the place of pro- 
claiming that there is no difference between the good 
and the evil, and I must abandon them all equally. 

Soon Christianity appeared to me as the only pos- 
sible chance of arriving at Truth. Formerly I had 
known something of Christian truth, though pro- 
foundly altered from the apostolic position, ¢€or I was 
born in the bosom of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Religion seemed to me to be centered in the person 
of Jesus Christ, but at the same time to be joined in- 


_dissolubly to the authority of a document which all 
“my education had led me to doubt. That document 
was the book of the Holy Scriptures. 


The Bible,— was it indeed a book written only by 
men, or was it truly the Word of God? At this time, 
in the good providence of God, a book written by one 
of his servants was put in my hands, and in this book 
I found indubitable proof that the Bible is indeed the 
very Word of God. Then appeared before my eyes 
all the miraculous characteristics of this Holy Book. 
Although now convinced intellectually (I say it to 
my shame), there yet remained in me doubt even in 
presence of indisputable evidence. Satan would not 
willingly see me released from my _ bondage. 

To tell all the marvelous story of my final deliver- 
ance would be too long a recital and impossible of 
description. To describe the first meeting of a sinning 
creature with his God; express the joy of a soul kneel- 
ing at the feet of his Saviour, would indeed be im- 
possible. The ineffable, is it not by definition un- 
translatable into human speech? That which I am 
able to say is how vast and grand is the liberty, the 
freedom that I have found in Jesus Christ. In him 
the impossible becomes reality; obscurity, light. And 
furthermore, I can see clearly how it was his divine 
and blessed hand guiding me from the beginning until 
the moment when I received from him the gift of 
eternal life in Christ Jesus. 

And I am profoundly moved at the thought that the 
Lord is doing for others this moment (perhaps for 
some who shall read these lines) that which he did for 
me, and I give thanks and adoration to him that in 
Heaven there is joy over one sinner who repents and 
is saved. 

A Tragic Civilization 

The observer who judges the present age by its 
external characteristics may be led to the conclusion 
that there never was a time more favored. In reality 
there never was an epoch more painful or tragic. 
The marvelous progress of our civilization founded 
upon science is nothing compared to the moral dis- 
aster that this same civilization has caused in human 
hearts. 

Is it not-a poignant phrase that one hears so often: 
“Yes, it is true I have lost the faith of my youth. 
But does science today permit one to hold his faith 
of yesterday? All I have conserved of religion are 
her moial precepts: I confine myself to avoiding evil, 
at the same time compelling myself to do good. What 
more is necessary than that man should have a tran- 
quil conscience?” Thus one pretends nowadays, in 
the name of that which is called science, to conserve 
intact the moral principles, robbed of all faith in God, 
—as if true science were able to distinguish between 
good and evil. 

If he reflected more deeply, the unbeliever who is 
also a thinker would be made to realize that he is 
not able even to pronounce the words good and evil 
without uttering a falsehood, for the doctrine that he 
professes does not possess any power to distinguish 
between the one and the other. For every unbeliever, 
indeed, morality is nothing but a social convention 
which it is his privilege to modify according to his 
personal taste, for the same reason that a given man 
or group of men may, at their pleasure, modify a cer- 
tain rule of law on the sole condition that he or they 
be legislators. 

But on the moral plane if one rejects the Supreme 
Legislator, who then can pretend to take His place, if 
not every man individually? 

Take an example of the value of morality in the 
world of fashion. Polite society prescribes a certain 
sort of toilet for evening functions. If one wears at 
midday, in a city thoroughfare, a costume suitable 
for an evening occasion, the world at once finds such 
conduct ridiculous and audacious, — utterly unbecom- 
ing. And why? For the.sole reason that the arbiter 
of styles has thus decreed. And if the “mode” 
changes, who doubts but that the world’s standards 
of ear and the appropriate will change with the 
Styles! F 

Morality is a word that can have absolutely no sig- 
nificance for the atheist. He ought to be forbidden 
even to pronounce it. When unbelievers tell you that 
they perform the good, if you were to demand of 
them what they designate as good, how often would 
they be obliged to admit that that which they call 


good is merely that which they do. Therefore it is - 


little to be wondered at that so many men are satis- 
fied with their manner of life, seeing that their code 
of morality is nothing but the sum total of their own 
actions and conduct. This explains why the conscious- 
ness of sin is so feeble today. If one would simply 
have the courage to drop out from his language all 
fraud, how quickly would the atheist realize that what 
he calls by the grand name of morality cannot hold 
any further true significance for him. 

Science, which the unbeliever’ claims as his guide, 
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does not recognize in the universe anything beside 
immutable laws. This is the reason why the savant 
cannot discern any difference between the wave that 
beats against the shore, a stone that rolls, or a mother 
that clasps her child to her breast. For him there 
can exist only measurable forces combined to bring 
about a certain result, according to certain rigid laws 
that he is able to analyze and define. ; 

One may say that I am slandering atheism. I may 
be reminded of different unbelievers who have done 
beneficent actions that many Christians might well 
envy. This is very possible; but such men act thus 
only in the measure that they are not atheists, and this 
despite the fact that they will not admit it to them- 
selves. Science, which should be for them their only 
gospel, cannot be cognizant of anything but phe- 
nomena proceeding from imperative laws. 

In the eyes of science the moral act is nothing but 
an empty dream, for love of one’s neighbor is not a 
scientific law. One cannot say, however, that atheism 
is synonymous with immorality, for immorality pre- 
supposes a morality that is violated, while with the 
atheist morality does not exist. The necessary re- 
sult to the unbeliever is that all actions become equally 
indifferent. One cannot praise him who saves the 
life of his neighbor any more than blame him who 
robs him of life, seeing that moral sentiment is not 
a scientific verity. 

Let us look at the testimony of one atheist who 
had the courage of his convictions. I believe I can- 
not do better than to hog the opinion of a man of 
science, a professor of the University of Paris, Félix 
Le Dantec, the celebrated French biologist, who died 
in 1917. Among the numerous works published by 
this scholar the titles of three are significant : “Self- 
ishness, the Basis of all Society”; “Science and Con- 
science”; and “Atheism.” (Ernest Flammarion, Paris.) 

In the first of these works the author has written 
the following suggestive thought: “If selfishness is 
the base of our social edifice, hypocrisy is the key- 
stone of the arch.” In the preface to the same volume 
he begins with the unequivocal declaration: “The 
sole definition that biology can give for the rights 
of each individual is to declare that the rights of.each 
person are in relation to his capacity to do harm. 
Philosophers see in right a motive metaphysical and 
sacred. For the biologist, the exposé of the rights 
of man resolves itself in the declaration to a group of 
individuals: ‘You are stronger than those who op- 
press you. Unite yourselves and you will oppress in 
your turn, until the moment that disunion arrives in 
your midst.’” I need make no comment on this. 
What I would emphasize in passing is that for the 
atheist this is irrefutable. The same observation ap- 
plies to all that follows. 

Le Dantec declares: “One must therefore take 
the stand .. . at least at the commencement, that the 
human being stands alone against all the world, that, 
in other words, he is the enemy of all but himself.” 
“As long as man shall exist, his hand will be against 
his fellow-rivals and enemies continually, but there 
will exist, also, hypocrites and, thanks to this hypoc- 
risy, society will endure, I think, as long as humanity 
exists.” Toward the end of this volume one reads: 
“T cannot refrain from considering life, from the sci- 
entific standpoint, as a struggle. That is a truth of 
whose evidence I am convinced. Also, I cannot but 
see in war a function,—of all the most natural to 
man, — and nevertheless I do not love war!” 

In his work “Science and Conscience” Le Dantec 
writes: “The idea of duty must spring from belief 
in principles. Now the logician does not recognize 
principles, but only conventions, more or less fixed 
by his heredity.” “Science does not teach us our dut., 
for the idea of duty, which one according to his will 
can observe or neglect, is not a scientific idea.” “The 
logician is therefore free, as it pleases him, to observe 
such and such sentiments, merely because it pleases 
him to do so.” And this last thought: “Generous 
spirits have welcomed the dawn of the reign of sci- 
ence, because they saw there promise of a reign of 
justice! One must combat this error. The reign of 
science, if it be possible, if a logical humanity is 
capable of long surviving, will not be a reign of jus- 
tice, for justice is not a scientific fact.” 

The painful conclusion for unbelievers who are 
laboring under injustice is that, after having suffered, 
they must conclude, “There is no remedy for it.” 

In. his third volume Le Dantec is forced to consider 
what would become of a society made up only of 
atheists. See his reply, literally transcribed: ‘“With- 
out possessing the idea of justice, the idea of worth, 
the idea of responsibility, which make up the prin- 
cipal springs of human action, how can man live? I 
believe that he will not be able .to live! There exist 
fundamental errors in the nature of the actual man, 
and these errors are as indispensable to his life as are 
his nose, his mouth, or his heart.” 

Is there not here an avowa! that illuminates power- 
fully all of this scientist’s despairing doctrine? Le 
Dantec hastens to add, a little farther on: “I am content 
for my part to have, along with my logical atheism, 
a quantity of inherited errors which dictate my con- 
duct where my reason alone would permit me to 
drown.” In conclusion, he writes, in speaking of a 


society in which all its members would be pure athe- 
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ists, following to its logical conclusion their doctrine: 
“Such a society, formed exclusively of atheists, would 
finish by an epidemic of anesthetic suicide!” 

Le Dantec himself is therefore brought ‘to the rec- 
ognition of the fact that real atheism is death. He 
also believed that a society consisting wholly of Chris- 
tians would not be able to survive either. Unhappily, 
he confounded Christianity with Roman Catholicism, 
the only religion with which he was acquainted; and 
he imagined that a society wholly Christian “would 
simply people with its useless selfishness” a walled 
circle of convents. Those who know the Gospel know, 
on the other hand, that if society could become wholly 
Christian there would nowhere be found any group 
of men or women retiring from the world for the 
purpose of “earning” their salvation. 

In concluding this sad confession of the atheist Le 
Dantec, although he insisted that his atheism had not 
embittered his life, does it not behoove those who 
read these lines to reflect seriously on what has been 
written? For the unbeliever who reasons about hu- 
man life, is it not meant to be something beside a 
tragic joke of fate? 

This conclusion reminds me again of the terrible 
moral sufferings that I endured when I was studying 
in the University of Brussels. What a mockery it 
was for me,—my long studies of law, when all this 
teaching could be nothing but specious lies! How 
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sadly I pursued any little spark of light hoping it 
might be able to keep me from complete despair! 
But as far as my horizon stretched it seemed covered 
with masses of heavy clouds, thick and black. All 
systems, religions, philosophies, brought me the same 
odor of death. Was it astonishing that death seemed 
to me so often the sole repose after which my entire 
being thirsted? R 

How I longed to suffer no more, think no more! 
How often I envied those among my comrades who 
in their radiant youth had fallen on the field of bat- 
tle! I felt that for me to die now would be, not 
with the sacred flame of sacrifice, but with crushing 
shame and despair. ° 

But thanks be to God for the oil that anointed my 
wounds, for the healing of my sore and broken heart! 
And if I knew the sorrow of seeing pass by me the 
disdainful priest and the Levite, neither of whom 
turned ‘toward me in my time of need, I can also un- 
derstand the story of the good Samaritan,—for me 
it is not a simple parable, but a glorious reality! Yes, 
thank God for the glorious Gospel of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, who alone saves from sin and despair. And 
thanks also to him that today in my country, Belgium, 
the pure Gospel is proclaimed, —so clearly, so truly, 
—by the Belgian Gospel Mission. Thanks to 
him, for his marvelous loving-kindness! 

BrusseEts, BELGIuM. 
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When God Shakes the Earth 


Present-day tremblings that warn of greater changes 
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der subjection to employers and rulers, are 

seeking to shake themselves free of both; when 
an apostate church boasts of having shaken itself free 
of authority, as revealed in the utterance of the head 
of a great university, a D.D. of international reputa- 
tion: “Next we have the shaking of authority. I 
wonder where the seat of authority is in religion. 
The: general result of investigation has been to unset- 
tle all of us regarding the seat of authority in re- 
ligion” ; when youth, chafing under the restraining in- 
fluences of society’s accepted standards of morality, is 
shaking itself free from the marriage bond and the 
fundamentals of the faith; when pulpit and press are 
dumb as to coming judgment, God himself is uttering 
his warnings of a greater shaking long deferred by 
mercy, for he is “not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance.” 

Never have the seismographs been kept so much in 
motion as since the World War. Seismologists are 
at a loss to account for the almost incessant trembling 
of the earth. In 1920, an earthquake that shook the 
globe caused the loss of a million lives in China. In 
1923, Tokyo, which covered thirty square miles, and 
Yokohama were destroyed in three minutes, when one 
hundred and sixty-three thousand lives were lost and 
one million five hundred thousand people were left 
homeless. More recently comes the news of the loss 
of one hundred thousand lives in West China, followed 
by earthquakes in Palestine and Turkestan. 

In reply to the question of the disciples, ‘““What shall 
be the sign of thy coming?” the Lord Jesus Christ 
said, “There shall be . . . earthquakes in divers places” 
(Matt. 24:3, 7) and, “Great earthquakes shall be in 
divers places” (Luke 21:11). 

In speaking to his servant Isaiah, God said, “It shall 
come to pass in the last days ... they shall go into 
the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, 
for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, 
when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. In that 
day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols 
of gold, which they made each one for himself to 
worship, to the moles and to the bats; to go into the 
clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged 
rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his 
majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth” 
(2:2, 19-21). 

And again, in chapter 13: “I will punish the world 
for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and 
I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease,... 
I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove 
out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, 
and in the day of his fierce anger” (vs. 11, 13). 

Yet again God refers to his shaking of the earth 
for its sin, in chapter 24: “Behold, the Lord maketh 
the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it 
upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants 
thereof. . . . The earth mourneth and fadeth away, 
... the haughty people of the earth do languish. The 
earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; 
because they have transgressed the laws, changed the 
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. There- 
fore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they 
that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the in- 
habitants of the earth are burned, and few men 
left. . . . And it shall come to pass, that he who 
fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the 


A‘ A time when the masses, growing restive un- 





pit; ... for the windows from on high [volcanoes ?] 
are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake. 
The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean 
dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly, the earth 
pg reel to and fro like a drunkard” (vs. 1, 4-6, 18- 
20). 
Another reference to this world-shaking may be 

in Haggai: “Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 
and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all 
nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, 
saith the Lord of hosts. . . . I will shake the heavens 
and the earth; and I will overthrow the throne of 
kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the king- 
doms of the heathen” (2:6, 7, 21, 22). 

This forecast, it must be remembered, is from the 
highest possible Authority—an Authority that can 
never be shaken but that means to do a bit of shaking 
to clean up the earth of its sin—the Lord of hosts. 

Then again we have the Lord’s word for it, in Zech- 
ariah 14, that the physical features of the environment 
of Jerusalem will be utterly changed by an earthquake 
at his coming. “And his feet shall stand in that day 
upon the mount of Olives . .. and there shall be a 
very great valley; and half the mountain shall remove 
toward the north, and half of it toward the south. ... 
Ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earth- 
quake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the 
Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee 
. - » But it shall be one day which shall be known to 
the Lord. And it shall be in that day, that living 
waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them 
toward the former sea, and half of them toward the 
hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. And 
+: Ngee shall be king over all the earth” (vs. 4, 5, 
7-9). 

Captain Hawes, long since with the Lord, in 
menting upon this reference, said: 

“When I was in the East on work connected with 
my position as Government Inspector of Fortifications, 
I took the opportunity of visiting Palestine, particu- 
larly those spots dear to our hearts because of some 
special connection with our blessed Lord. Naturally 
my thoughts dwelt much on the prophecy of Zechariah 
14, and as I contemplated the scene, my official in- 
stinct led me to consider the probable difference in 
the contour of the country when that valley would 
cleave. Having an intimate acquaintance with geology, 
I carefully examined. the surrounding district and was 
deeply interested to find that there was a deep, narrow 
vein of stratum of a peculiar character stretching in 
the direction of the Dead Sea. Following this, I took 
the trouble to ascertain that it continued in the same 
form the whole distance to the sea, so that it would 
need only a slight tremor of the earth to bring about 
the cleavage of that great valley to the sea, thus 
making a channel for the living waters to flow in 
accordance with the prophetic Word. I knew that, 
were it ironstone all the way, the power of God could 
just as easily cleave it, but as I traced that vein of 
stratum the whole distance and realized that here be- 
fore my eyes was a present testimony to the readiness 
of the very stratum waiting for that shaking when the 
purpose of God would be fulfilled, I could hardly ex- 
press my deep emotion. It was as though the Lord 
had said, ‘You see, my child, everything is quite ready 


com- 



































Lassen tor Saneiey 
Mark 3 : 7-12; 6 : 53-36 


for that day.’ And I replied, ‘Yes, Lord, and through 
thy grace, I, too, am ready.’” : 

Down through the ages God’s Word has sounded out 
its warnings and entreaties in vain. The world has 
never cared to hear them. It will not hear them now. 
They are drowned in the laughter and mockery of 
scofters who say, “Where is the promise of his com- 
ing? for ... all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation.” 

It was so in Noah’s day. They believed not God’s 
warnings, until suddenly “the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up,” followed by the upheaval of 
some of the largest mountain chains in the world, 
great subsidences followed, “causing,” to quote Sir 
Henry Howorth, “great waves of translation to tra- 
verse wide continental areas, and there were neces- 
sarily drowned the great beasts and paleolithic man, 
which were covered with mantles of loam, clay, gravel, 
and sand, as we find them drowned and covered.” 

Though God has promised never again to destroy 
the world by flood, he has given many warnings that 
he will send destruction by earthquake, and it would 
— as though the preliminary earth tremors have 

gun. 

In the pouring out of the vials of God’s wrath as 
recorded in Revelation 16, it is twice stated that men 
“repented not.” The oe shakings that have come 
in the last decade have failed to shake men into peni- 
tence and faith. The shaking God gave Tokyo failed 
utterly. to bring her citizens prostrate at his feet. 
The Yoshewara, where 189,526 women and girls were 
kept in licensed vice slavery, was the first quarter to 
receive government permission for rebuilding and was 
the most beautiful of all the reconstructions. 

The frequently recurring press despatches announc- 
ing great shakings mean little or nothing to the aver- 
age man in the street. They repent-not. 

In nature God destroys what is putrescent by cover- 
ing it with fresh mold from which pure, fresh life 
may come.. It would seem as though he were sending 
forth his last warnings to a world reeking with cor- 
ruption. 

isten to. the solemn“words as God predicts the 
closing scene of the last days: “There was a great 
earthquake, such as was not since men were upon 
the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 
And the great city was divided into three parts [when 
the channel is opened through which the waters of the 
Mediterranean will flow and fill the low-lying desert 
beyond, making Jerusalem accessible to all nations 
through a waterway to East and West], and the 
cities of the nations fell . . . and every island fled 
ya and the mountains were not found” (Rev. 16: 
18-20). 

What crashes when skyscrapers begin to dance and 
totter, burying thousands beneath the débris — when 
no solid grotind can be found for a foundation! What 
fires when oil and gasoline and gas are set ablaze by 
overturned stoves and furnaces, fed by split and 
broken timbers dry as tinder! 

Is God so cruel? 

Is a surgeon cruel who uses the knife to cut away 
a deadly disease? 

_ Sin is gnawing at the very vitals of humanity. It 
is eating like a cancer into our personal life, our do- 
mestic life, our social life, our civic life, our national 
life. In love to humanit¥ God means to cut out sin. 





VICTORIOUS LIFE CONFERENCE 


Wednesday to Saturday, January 18-21, 1928 


Second United Presbyterian Church 
Race above Fifteenth Street, Philadelphia 


. The Conference opens Wednesday evening at 
7.0'clock, then daily as follows: 


1.30—Prayer Hour .........J. Harvey Borton 
2.45—Thurs. and Sat. .....Canon F. E. Howitt 
ji riper C.. G. Trumbull 
4.00—Missionary Hour 
In charge of Mrs. J. Harvey Borton 
7.00—Veésper Hour, Young People’s Auxiliary 
8.00—Wed. and Fri. ..... Canon F. E. Howitt 
Thurs. and Sat. ........ C. G. Trumbull 


This is ‘the Eleventh of the Philadelphia 
Winter Conferences conducted by the Victori- 
ous -Life Testimony. Every one is welcome, 
especially: those who would learn more of the 
offer in God’s Word of a life of sustained fel- 
lowship with God, victory over sin, and power’ 
in service, through Christ as Saviour, Lord 
and Life; and God’s call to all, as missionary 
Christians, to share this with others to the 
uttermost part of the earth. 


Any further information may be had from 
the Victorious Life Testimony, 80-83 Stafford 
gre. 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 

a. 


Please announce these meetings 


in your 
church, Sunday-school, 


and young people’s 


meeting, and unite in prayer for God’s out- 
poured ‘blessing upon the Conference. 
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Though the inevitable may in mercy be postponed a 
little, “the word of our God shall stand for ever” 
(Isa. 40:8). 

Before the final crash God will say, “Come, my peo- 
ple, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors 
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little mo- 
ment, until the indignation be overpast. For, behold, 
the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the in- 
habitants of the earth for their iniquity” (Isa, 26: 20, 
21). “Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: 
a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very 
tempestuous round about him. He shall call to the 
heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may 
judge his people. Gather my saints together anto 
me; those that have made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice” (Psa. 50: 3-5). 

Those whose hope of salvation is deep rooted in the 
sacrifice of Calvary and are themselves crucified to 
sin will be “gathered unto him,” for he knoweth how 
to deliver them that are his. 

Those without God, without hope, and without ex- 
cuse shall perish. 

Would that to earth’s remotest ends through every 
broadcasting station in existence, “as though God ex- 
horted you by my voice,” might -flash the message: 
“Be reconciled to God before it is too late.” For 
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“how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva- 


tion?’ “ 


“The day of the Lord,” it cometh. 
in the night, 

It comes when the world is dreaming of safety and 
peace and light. 

It cometh, the day of terror, of darkness, and storm, 


It comes as a thief 


and fire, 
The day of the great avenging, the day of the burning 
ire. 


“The day of the Lord,” it cometh, when the virgins 
are all asleep, 
And-the drunken world is lying in a slumber yet more 


eep. 
Like the sudden lurch of a vessel by night on a sunken 


rock, 
All earth in a moment reeleth, and goeth down with 
the shock. 


Then the day _of the evil endeth, and the righteous 
reign comes in; 
Like a cloud of sorrow will vanish the ages of human 


sin. 

The bo ge of the morning gleameth, a dawn without 
cloud of doom, 

In chains lies the ruler of darkness; the Prince of 
Peace has come. 


KINGSTON, OnT., CAN. 








How God Spoke in the Earthquake 


By Grace M. Miller 











Choosing the weak things to confound the mighty 


As told to her by Mrs. Jennie Wilson 














T THE time of the memorable earthquake in 
A San Francisco in April, 1906, I was conducting 
a mission known as the Howard Street Mission, 
located at Fourth and Howard Streets, and which 
was supported by the First Friends Church, whose 
pastor was the aged Thomas Armstrong. The vi- 
cinity of Fourth and Howard was in the very heart 
of that terrible upheaval, and I had ample opportunity 
during the days of the awful catastrophe to prove new 
depths in the promise, “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. Therefore shall not 
we fear, though the earth be removed” (Psa. 46:1, 2). 
The afternoon preceding the earthquake I was in 
my apartment on the third ‘floor of an old frame build- 
ing at Second and Howard, engaged in Bible reading 
and prayer. I was studying the Book of Revelation 
and pondering the fearful judgments that God would 
some day visit-on this sinful world. ‘What if they 
were to fall this night on sinful San Francisco?” was 
the question that arose in my heart. ’ 

Some may interpose the thought, “Those judgments 
do not belong to the age of grace, but to the time of 
the great tribulation.” It is true that they do not be- 
long to this dispensation. But is it not possible that 
the saints may know “the beginning of sorrows’? 
However, I am not endeavoring to prove any moot 
point of Scripture. This one thing I know, that God 
used those passages of Scripture to prepare me for 
the terrific stress of the coming morrow. 

As I read I became oppressed by a sense of impend- 
ing disaster. I knelt and sought to cast my burden on 
the Lord and earnestly prayed that the Lord would 
give me grace and strength for anything that ‘was to 
come. When I arose from my knees I felt comforted 
and sustained. God knew my great need of such a 
state of mind and he had moved me to pray for that 
very thing. 

At the mission that evening I told the congregation 
of my experience and related how God had removed 
a deep burden from my heart. As I was preaching I 
noticed in the audience a young soldier from the 
Presidio, who was deeply convicted. When I gave 
the altar call the usual number responded, but he did 
not come forward, so -I went back and began talking 
to him. The tears streamed down his cheeks, but the 
only response that came to my pleadings was: “I'll 
come tomorrow night. I promise that I’ll come to- 
morrow night to the mission and give my heart to 
God.” There was no “tomorrow night” at that mis- 
sion. Whether or not “tomorrow night” ever came to 
that young soldier I never learned. 

After the services, with my associate in the work, 
Cora Widener, we betook ourselves to our apartment. 
Just a few words are needed to describe the building 
in which we were lodging. The Word says, “God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things that are mighty” (1 Cor. 1:27). That 
building could only have been classed with the weak 
things of this world. It was old and shaky. Every 
time the street cars passed it rattled and shook on its 
foundations, Some one had once remarked, “If there 
should ever be an earthquake, this house would fall 
into a heap of kindling wood.” But God overruled its 
weakness and used it as a means to confound. 

About four o’clock in the morning I was aroused 
from my bed by violent earth tremors. The house 
was rocking and bowing terrifically toward the earth. 
It may seem strange and I cannot explain, but I was 
not hurled off my feet or knocked against the furni- 


ture. [ stood in one spot while the building swayed 
three times toward the ground. “Why, I could step 
right out of the window to the ground,” was my 
thought each time as the third floor window out of 
which I was looking seemed to come within easy reach 
of the earth. The unstable structure finally righted 
itself and a few seconds afterward Cora came into 
my room. 

“Why, it’s an earthquake,” were the words with 
which we each calmly greeted the other. “Let us 
dress and go out into the street and see what we can 
do t6 help,” said I. 

When we got outside, we saw that all the other 
houses around us had been crushed like so many egg- 
shells. Ours was the only one in the vicinity standing 
upright. Inwardly we praised the .Lord that he had 
used that weak building to confound the people in the 
neighborhood v-ho were mightily steeped in sin and 
unbelief. 

On the street was great confusion. Some were 
shrieking, some swearing, others were tearing their 
hair. And there were those who were praying. 

“Here come the missionaries!” was the cry from 
many as we appeared in their midst. That exclama- 
tion had in it a fone of relief, even of joy. They had 
been so hard to work with, this neighborhood. They 
had seemed so indifferent in times past. Now they 
were ready to listen. We moved around to groups 
here and there and read from the Bible and urged them 
to trust in God. As we knelt in prayer the minds of 
some became calm whose reason had seemed on the 
verge of giving way. 

When we had done all we.could for the distracted 
ones in the street, we returned to: our apartment. 
After thorough search we found only one article that 
had been harmed in 4ny way. A fish bowl that had 
been on the piano stool had been thrown off and 
broken. There was no ‘trace of injury to furniture 
or any other household belongings. Not a dish had 
been broken or even cracked. 

An hour or so later a member of the First Friends 
Church came inquiring anxiously how we were. He 
had expected, of course, to see our old house lying in 
a heap, and he feared that he might find us buried 
beneath the wreckage. He was greatly relieved to 
know that we had escaped unharmed and was amazed 
to behold the house still standing. 

It was not long before we noticed fires breaking out 
in different sections. Then the police came into our 
street calling out the stern warning, “Get out of here 
and go to the hills. The fire will soon be taking 
everything.” 

My friend and I packed some clothing and neces- 
sities in suitcases and with the help of the member 
of the Friends Church who had come to our rescue, 
we walked to the home of Thomas Armstrong, five or 
six miles distant, near Golden Gate Park. 

We had been in the home of the pastor scarcely 
twenty-four hours when again we were warned to 
flee farther into the hills. The fire had so progressed 
as to threaten that locality. With the Armstrong 
family we packed bedding in rocking chairs and, using 
these as hand carts, we dragged them farther up into 
the hills and spent the night there. 

As we looked down on the terrible conflagration, 
we beheld a curious and beautiful sight. A large 
cross on one of the Catholic churches in the city was 
ablaze. The body of the church could not be seen. 
Probably it was hidden in the cloud of smoke. The 
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cross stood out distinct, aloft, seemingly suspended 
from the heavens, and having no connection with earth. 
lt gave the impression that some mighty hand had 
reached down from above and was holding it out over 
(he city in pleading and warning. The attention of the 
rowd of refugees about us was riveted upon this won- 
dertul spectacle. We sat gazing at it as it blazed and 

lowed and died away, and we praised the Lord audibly 
for this token, a reminder of Christ’s sacrifice on 
Calvary for our sins. 

When we returned to the home of Thomas Arm- 
strong the next day, we were made glad by another 
evidence of God’s goodness. The fire had stopped 
within twenty feet of his house. 

There were two other incidents in connection with 
the catastrophe that showed obviously God’s working. 
I did not see them, but friends told me about them 
after I had left the city. 

Our mission building at Fourth and Howard Streets 
was demolished with the exception of one wall that 
remained standing. It was that portion of the wall 
next to the platform in the mission. On this wall 
we had a banner on which was written the Scripture 
text, “Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you” (John 15:14). After the earthquake this 
text could be seen for blocks away standing above 
the ruins. Stranger yet, the muslin banner was not 
burned when fire swept the district. After the fire 
died away this strip of muslin was still visible at a 
distance, proclaiming the Scripture truth. 

The second incident concerned a great change that 
came in the life of a woman who had attended the 
mission, but who had never been affected by its at- 
mosphere. She was the wife of the man who played 
the piano for our services, —one who had been a law- 
yer before his conversion and subsequently gaye up his 
profession to aid in mission work. His wife had never 
been in sympathy with this move. Occasionally she 
came to the mission, but continued to maintain an in- 
different attitude toward it and its message to lost men. 
There was a young girl among the faithful attendants, 
who had been saved from a life of great sin. She always 
gave a glowing testimony to God’s power to save. 
The lawyer’s wife displayed a very cold and distant 
manner when this girl happened to be near her. God 
had removed the transgressions of this young woman 
as far as the east is from the west. He had given his 
Son to be her substitute. “For he hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might~be 
made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5: 
21). But the one whose life. had known less tempta- 
tion could not see these glorious facts. The cold 
spirit manifested by the wife of our pianist was a 
trial for the saved one, but she bore it sweetly and 
humbly. 

During the earthquake the wife of the lawyer sought 
the Lord in earnest. When he had been found of her 
she sought out the young girl and threw her arms about 
her. The lawyer opened up a tent mission in the hills 
during the days followirg the earthquake, and there the 
lawyer’s wife and the young woman worked side by 
side, hand in hand, in sweet Christian love and har- 
mony. 

Lone Beaca, Cat. 

ae 


Letters from a Farm Mother 
to Her Son at College 


XI. When the Blow Fell 


‘As readers doubtless know, this ‘‘Farm Mother’* is a 
real mother, and her son is a student in a real college. 
The stirring incidents that she tells about in her letter this 
week are facts, not fiction. They area real part of the 
great drama that is being lived out before our eyes in this 
generation, in the conflict between the old faith and the 
equally old unbelief that likes to call itself ‘Modernism, 
but that is as old as Satan’s lie in the Garden of Eden. 
Will readers unite in prayer with this mother for God’s 
guidance and safe-keeping of this college, and of the 
students here and in all our institutions of learning ? 


Dear Boy o’MINE: Skylight Farm. 


Yes, Lad, there’s hope for the old college yet, Hope 
with a big H. And I'll tell you presently what ground 
I find for saying so. 

I shall not forget, so long as I live, the sickening 
dismay with which I read the headlines of that Tues- 
day morning paper: “D— College to be Merged with 
— University.” The feeling grew as I read the 
terms of the proposed merger. The buildings never 
again to house a college, the stately old trees on the 
campus never again to spread their kindly branches 
over seniors in impressive mortar boards, or fresh- 
men in ridiculous little green caps. Devastated would 
be a more appropriate term than merged. Even in 
those first wretched moments it struck me as being 
the same sort of benevolent assimilation as befell the 
Lady that rode on a Tiger. Such_a course was briefly 
suggested when the serious financial condition of the 
college was first made known to its patrons; but I 
am sure no one but the committee who have made 
these negotiations ever dreamed that such action would 
be taken, that a trust so sacred would be casually 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


turned over to an institution that has renounced even 
the name of Christian. As yet, however, we know 
too little of the facts to form any judgment of in- 
dividuals. “Politics” and irresponsibility have un- 
doubtedly done their part: But let’s conserve the 
energy we might waste in fixing the blame to spend 
in praying the thing through. . 

Almost my first thought was of you and of what 
this calamity would mean to you who l:ave planned 
from babyhood to take your degree there. Romney 
Leigh says of women: “All’s yours and you, all 
colored with your blood, or, otherwise, just nothing 
to you.” I admit the charge, especially of mothers. 
And so I purposely delayed writing you until you 
should have written me. 

And what a letter! I shall file it among the family 
archives ‘where some day you will find it a treasure. 
From it and from certain others that I have received 
I have been able to piece out a very graphic idea of 
this momentous week. ‘The announcement made by 
Mr. P— in chapel was for you the same thunderbolt 
that descended on me upon opening the paper. I can 
feel the very atmosphere of hopeless misery and the 
dead hush that overspread the room. Then the 
Seniors, supposed to be celebrating their annual Sneak 
Day, come filing in. They have heard the news. No 
heart now for merrymaking. Their president comes 
to the front and calls for the college hymn and every 
one who can get his voice past the lump in his throat 
sings, “Hail to thee, Alma Mater!” 

Immediately the reaction sets in. Oh, the splendid 
rebound of youth, American youth, that won't be 
downed long enough io take the count! When I read 
about the big mass meeting that followed I said: 
“Why, bless those boys and girls and their loyal 
teachers! They must have in their hearts ‘the high- 
way to Zion,’ for, passing through the Valley of 
Weeping, they have made it a place of springs.” The 
tears streamed down my face as they did when in the 
late summer of 1917 I watched the boys of the Raiti- 
bow Division drilling on the State Fair Grounds. 
How I wish I might have heard the speech of your 
beloved “Al,” the football coach! I smiled through 
my tears to read how he said he needed a shot in the 
arm before he could talk, and how you all made the 
windows rattle as you sang, : 

We will fight, fight, fight, for good old D—, Boys! 
He put the same stimulus into you when he said that 
a good team, no matter how many games they have 


lost, or what the odds against them, is never licked 
until the very last second of the very last game. And 
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there and then you raised thousands of dollars—a 
faculty that have been living for months on 
rations, and a student body of whom more than half 
are working their way through school. 

If our church members throughout the State could 
have been at that meeting, or could have caught its 
spirit as I have, I believe—no matter how many 
of our banks have closed their doors within a twelve- 
month—they would rise to the emergency, even 
though it involved going back to the corn bread and 
homespun of pioneer days. I have read how in the 


early days of this State, because it was hard to find. 


the trail across a trackless prairie, a man named Dil- 
jon hitched five yoke of oxen to his big breaking plow 
arid plowed a furrow one hundred miles long from the 
State capital to a border town. Beside that furrow 
travelers soon made a beaten track. To me the 
Christian college seems, like Dillon’s furrow, to have 
blazed a trail along which civilization may safely lay 
out its highways. 

You say that, like many others, you have pledged. 
yourself to work in your own community in raising 
funds, and that you have breathed no word of dis- 
couragement, and yet —I know just how the undertak- 
ing looks to you. When we talk of running a school 
today we are talking in terms of hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. To meet the immediate- needs is 
only to postpone the calamity unless there is an ade- 
quate endowment. Furthermore, our national Board 
of Education, to whom we have looked for half our 
support, this year has its available funds reduced to 
just twelve percent of what it was a few years ago. 

Now let me tell yous why I said at the start that 
there is hope. Of course I went down on my knees 
in the first moments of my grief. For a long time I 
prayed almost desperately. Then suddenly there was 
in my heart “a sound of gentle stillness.” You will 
remember a certain shabby little blue covered book 
that lies on my dresser. It contains the very cream 
of God’s blessed Word, and many a time in.moments 
of distress and grief I have felt that the promise for 
the day must have been chosen for my particular case. 
On Tuesday, May the tenth, I read, “The Lord is my 
rock, my fortress, and my deliverer.” A wise man 
once said, “Sometimes our hearts tell us things that 
our heads do not know.” The difficulties seem well- 
nigh insuperable. But the men who sacrificed to 
found D— College deemed it a work of the Lord. 
Unless its mission is fulfilled, God can bring it through 
this crisis. And it has been borne in upon my heart 
that he will do so. How he will do it, I cannot see. 

Your MorHer. 











Miscarried plans that worked together 
for good 
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(Concluded from last week’s issue) 


T HAS been the policy of the Pioneer Mission Agency 
| to look to God to supply the funds needed to carry on 

the work, and, so far as funds permit, to give all 
service free. So when giving five months’ time to a 
certain mission organization to stimulate interest in 
their Indian work, that I might have God’s seal upon 
it, I asked him to send in money for the first part of 
the work from outside sources. I was in an eastern 
city and about to leave town when the telephone rang. 
An unknown voice inquired, “When are you leaving?” 

“I am about to leave now,” I replied. The voice 
said, “I want to see you a moment. I will await you 
at the station.” Or arriving, a man met me and 
handed me an envelope, saying, “This was sent you by 
Mrs. —.” Later I opened the envelope and read, “I 
am enclosing this money. While praying, God defi- 
nitely impressed it upon me that I was to give you 
this. I have just: learned you were in town.” I had 
God’s seal. 

I continued on my way, making a journey of more 
than eight thousand miles, and God sent in the funds 
as they were needed. The last week of this trip I was 
in a Pacific Coast city. A man telephoned asking me 
to have lunch with him. During the meal he in- 
quired as to the time of my leaving. I said, “Next 
Monday.” He asked whether I had funds for the 
trip to Chicago, and I told him that I had not. On 
Wednesday he again asked me to have lunch with him. 
Again he said, “Have you funds for the trip?” On 
learning that the money had not yet come in, he asked, 
“Aren’t you worried?” “No,” said I, “why should I 
be?” “I just wondered,” was the reply. 

On Friday we had lunch together again, and the 
same question was asked. He was most solicitous 
about my being without worry. Then on Saturday 
he told me this: ; 

“T have been in great distress and-need this. week. 
There is no doubt m my mind that God sent you. here 
and let you be without funds that I might have a liv- 
ing example of need without worry. -I thank God you 
were not anxious.” : 


Dis-Appointments of a Pioneer Missionary 








. graphed them, “Can you use me Sunday?” 





By L. L. Legters | 


<r eneencr cone 











ome 





But I still had no money and I was to leave on 
Monday morning. On Sunday I spoke in several 
places. On Sunday evening I told of the needs of the 
Indian world. The last hymn was sung, the people 
were standing, and the minister was ready to pro- 
nounce the benediction when he turned to me and said, 
“Do you object to our taking an offering?” “No,” 
I said, “it is your church, do what you like.’ The 
people sat down, an offering was taken “for the man 
who spoke to us, for any need he may have.” When 
the money was counted there was just enough to 
take me to Nebraska. 

I had promised a niece that I would stop to see her 
at an Indian Mission in Nebraska, if possible. Nothing 
else was possible. When sitting in the train, I wondered 
what I would eat during the three days’ journey. I could 
not eat my ticket and ride on it also. When reading 
my Bible that morning, the first text to greet my 
eyes was, “For your heavenly father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things” (Matt. 6:32). That 
was quite satisfying, so I sat down in the observation 
car to rest and enjoy the trip. 

After a while a man sat down next to me. He told me 
of what seemed to him an unnecessary trip he had had 
to make from Boston to settle a minor matter, and 
the unreasonableness of having to return by the line 
on which we were riding. We discussed the ineffi- 
ciency of present-day help, the beauty of the hills, the 
carelessness of campers, and other things that oc- 
curred to us. When the waiter announced that: lunch 
was served, the .man asked me to sit with him at 
lunch, as he did not like to eat alone. And so we ate 
this time, and again and again. 

The Lord sent a raven to feed Elijah, and a man 
from Boston to feed me. He knew nothing of my 
need in any way. As we walked to the depot in 
Aberdeen, S. D., we passed the lunch room. He 
laughingly said, “By the way, we have had no lunch 
together today.” When he left me, he put into my 
hand enough money to take me to Chicago. 

As-I went onto Nebraska, I remembered my friends, 
Mr.:and Mrs. Young, of Wayne, Nebraska.- I tele- 
They re- 
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ark 3: 7-12; 6: 53-56 
plied, “Come.” On my arrival Saturday morning they 
told me they had not known my whereabouts, but for 
two weeks they had been asking God to send me to 
them. 

We had some blessed meetings on Sunday after- 
noon. I told a small group gathered in their home 
of the need of the Indians. A woman came to me 
saying, “What will it cost to support a missionary?” 
I replied, “Five hundred dollars.” She said, “I think 
I have about that in the bank, I will give it.” Later 
Mrs. Young said, “Do you know who the woman is 
that gave the five hundred dollars? She is the town 
washerwoman. She goes from home to home, wash- 
ing for a living for herself and an afflicted sister, and 
all her wash money goes to support missionaries. Rosa 
had saved this five hundred dollars for funeral ex- 
penses for herself and her sister.” So she was left 
with nothing but her worn hands, that the less for- 
tunate might know about Jesus. 

That evening we went to a little country church.. 
The same story was told.. At the close of the service 
the young pastor said to his people, “Tonight you have 
lost your preacher. I must go to the foreign field.” 
He is now a foreign missionary. Again learned 
why God had sent only enough money for me to get 
as. far as Nebraska, and then later sent enough to 
enable me to get home. 

One never can tell how our choices affect the life 
of others,—how a seemingly trivial thing holds in 
its grasp the life of many men. The late Howard 
B. Dinwiddie once wrote asking me whether it would 
be possible to assist him in a conference. The way 
was opened, and I wired acceptance. The Lord most 
graciously revealed his own presence at two separate 
conferences. At what we had supposed was the last 
meeting, on Sunday evening, some of those present 
asked for one more meeting. So we gathered early 
on Monday before the train left. As we were leaving 
the church, a man handed me an envelope, and a 
cigar wrapped in tinfoil, saying, “This is for your 
work.” 

I knew I had no immediate need for money, and a 
few years before I had stopped smoking, so I did 
not rieed the cigar. After we were settled in the train, 
I found that the gift was a Liberty Bond for five hun- 
dred dollars. Why this? We got down behind some 
seats and asked the Lord to show us the meaning of 
this gift. As we arose from our knees, we both felt 
sure it was the beginning of a fund for ascertaining 
the number of Indians in some one of the unreached 
fields. I was not free to go, so I offered the gift to 
Mr. Dinwiddie. But he was leaving for Guatemala, 
and could not use it. So I took it home to convert 
it into money, and have it ready for any call, feeling 
assured in my heart that the Lord had something in 
store for me. 

About three weeks later- I received a cable from 
Central America asking me to visit Guatemala, with 
a view to making a study of the Indian needs and 
what-might be done to meet them. Six weeks from 
the time I received the gift I was on my way. 
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That one gift affected my life more than any I had 
ever known, and, indirectly, it has touched a greater 
number of lives than any decision with which I have 
had anything to do. 

On my return from Guatemala I stopped at the 
donor’s home and he told me the story of the gift. 

“I had been deeply impressed that I must give you 
some money. The sum of five hundred dollars seemed 
too large. I said to myself, ‘I have a large family, I 
cannot afford that.’ I could not sleep for debating 
the amount I could afford. As daylight came, I saw 
in the pocket of my coat a fine cigar wrapped in tin- 
foil. I realized that each time I smoked one cigar I 
burned the interest on five hundred dollars for one day. 
I told God I could afford it and would stop smoking.” 

So he gave me the bond and the cigar, and God 
began to use this man as an individual soul winner. 
Little did’ I know that my own life was to be so 
greatly affected by one cigar, and that I should be 
given the chance to preach in many lands because of 
one man’s obedience. 

About a’year ago I had planned an extended speak- 
ing tour in Canada. Walking down a street one day, 
I slipped and broke one arm. After setting the break 
the doctor advised postponing the trip for at least two 
weeks, so I decided to spend the days of waiting with 
a brother in northern Pennsylvania. I had purchased 
my sleeper reservation and was about to bring my 
baggage from my rooms when a friend asked me to 
remain over Sunday and Monday, and speak at a 
banquet given by a Christian business men’s league. I 
remained and told of the Indian need. This group of 
men asked if they might assume the cost for the evan- 
gelization of a tribe of forty-five thousand Indians. 
My falling fell out for the furtherance of the Gospel. 
God had his plans all laid. ; 

On another occasion, a request had come to speak in 
a distant city. As I could easily stop off on my way 
to. Vancouver, B. C., toward which I was headed, I 
said to the secretary, “Telegraph that I can be there 
Friday night.” I had also planned on going to a school 
on the following Saturday and Sunday to find a man for 
an Indian Mission, but of course the young woman 
could not know how I would spend those additional 
days that were apparently open in my schedule. She 
telegraphed that I could give them Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday. They accordingly arranged speaking 
dates for three days instead of one. It surely was 
the hand of the Lord, for on the last of the days, four 
fine Christian young men yielded their lives to the 
Lord for his service, and three young men saw their 
need of a Saviour and were saved, one of them at 
once offering himself to the Lord for missionary serv- 
ice. The Lord had his own plans and knew quite well 
how to carry them out. 

Again and again when my plans have niiscarried, I 
have found that the Master was working to carry out 
his own better plans. And so I can rejoice and wait 
with great expectations for his precious unfolding. Truly 
our disappointments are often his appointments. 

_ PHILADELPHIA. 








And incidentally waking up a whole school 











Capturing Interest in a Boys’ Class 


By Nell Beach Yohe 











Protestant child should attend Sunday-school 

every Sunday for a year, and never be late, he 
would be entitled to fifty-two hours. of Bible teaching 
minus the time taken up for the opening and closing 
exercises. These same statistics show that the Jews 
provide 335 hours of religious instruction annually 
for their children, and the Catholic Church provides 
200 hours of religious instruction in its parochial 
schools. 

The large Protestant cities are trying to overcome 
this deficiency by forming training schools for their 
Sunday-school teachers, but the problem is mitch 
harder to solve for small town or rural communities 
who have neither the facilities nor the means to pro- 
vide the instruction required. 

“Mrs. Blair of Marden refused’to be daunted by any 

such restrictions; Marden is a Pennsylvania rural 
settlement of perhaps some twenty-five families, boast- 
ing of a plank sidewalk, a general store, a school 
house, and a church. The church which also serves 
as a Sunday-school room was not very well attended. 
It was one of three on a preaching circuit, and the 
members, as well as the children, seemed to be in a 
rut of indifference. 

Mrs. Blair had a new Sunday-school class of six 
boys between the ages of ten and twelve. Their at- 
tendance was intermittent, and when they did come, 
there was much jostling, nudging, and whispering dur- 
ing the lesson. 

The new lesson series was on the golden age of 
Solemon, and Mrs. Blair determined that the boys 
should have both a geographical and a historical set- 


BR Pecies Sunday-school statistics show that if a 


=————— 


ting to enable them more thoroughly to grasp the 
lessons. So she planned to hold Friday evening class 
meetings at her home in such an interesting manner 
that the study should be doled out in homeopathic 
doses, — sugar coated, as it were. 

First, she made a relief map for the lesson study. 
Mr. Blair cut a piece of board two by three feet, 
around whose edges he nailed pieces of molding. A 
molding mixture was then made of one part clean 
sand to two parts clay. Mrs. Blair had written to a 
Sunday-school supply house, and they had sent her 
twelve toy trees, six men, six camels, and a fleet of 
six sailboats all in miniature, and suitable for map 
work. An outline map of the dominion of Solomon, 
from the Euphrates to the “river of Egypt,” and from 
Palmyra in the desert to Ezion-geber on the Red Sea 
was drawn on the board. 

The Blairs dampened the molding mixture and 
shaped the contour of the land as best they could. 
Just before the molding mixture had hardened, they 
placed the trees to show the fertile places, and the 
mixture was shaped around the broken pieces of mir- 
ror used to depict the seas. When the relief map was 
dry, they poured powdered chalk into the river beds, 
so the rivers could easily be traced by the slender 
white-trail. The boys were intensely interested in the 
work and often came in to give advice and to help, ur 
to hinder, as the case might be. 
~On the very first night of the meeting, the map was 
explained. Each boy had been requested to give a 
five-minute talk on some subject. pertaining to the 
lesson, and to prepare, if he could, some object. to 
illustrate his talk. Wise Mrs. Blair realized that the 
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seeing eye means much in teaching chifdren,~for no 
matter how crude the objects are, the children receive 
through them a lasting impression of the ‘subject. 

Billy told of the character of Solomon, of his be- 
coming a king at the age of eighteen. “Just think of 
it, only six years older than’ I am,” said Billy. “Im- 
agine me being a king! Why, he prayed to God for 
wisdom to govern his people, he could write poetry, 
he was a judge, and he swapped his country’s extra 
products with Tyre, Egypt, Arabia, India, and Baby- 
lon for products that his country didn’t have. He 
surely was wise, wealthy, and honored for the forty 
years he reigned as king.” 

Jimmie told of Solomon’s love of music and how he 
had mighty orchestras of four thousand people who 
played while the chorus of thousands took up the 
words of the songs of Solomon and sang~them to 
the praise of the Lord in the Temple. Jimmie and 
his father had made a copy of one of the small arc- 
shaped zithers. “Oh, yes, and Solomon wrote three 
thousand songs, too.” Mrs. Blair explained that it 
was important because it was the beginning of He- 
brew music, and David and Solomon were the first 
to use such great orchestras and choruses. 

Tommy took the subject of Solomon, as a poet. He 
confessed he didn’t see so much in poetry until his 
mother began reading aloud to him the Seventy-sec- 
ond Psalm, where King David made a Psalm for 
Solomon. “He sure knew how to sling words, but 
best of all I like Solomon’s Proverbs. Just listen 
to this in Proverbs 10:1: ‘The proverbs of Solomon. 
A’ wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son 
is the heaviness of his mother.’ It sounds as if your 
Dad or my Dad might have written it today, not as 
if it had been written several thousand years ago.” 

‘Harry told of Solomon’s pools. “Think of Solomon 
building three reservoirs of stone, one above the other, 
and all plastered on the inside, to save the water of 
the rainy season for dry seasons. Why, you can see 
what’s left of them today if you go to the Holy Land. 
Think of having reservoirs, them times,” and Harry 
subsided into his seat. 

At these evening meetings, Mrs. Blair never touched 
on the Sunday-school lessons; for her purpose was 
to provide a setting for the lessons. 

The next evening they placed the miniature men at 
the birthplace of Solomon and traced his different 
journeys. . 

Another evening, they placed the fleet of ships on 
the high seas and studied the countries, the’ exports 
and imports. It was like a bit of the Arabian Nights, 
cargoes of gold and silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks. 
The boys tried to imagine the unloading at the big 
wharves; the gold and silver for the Temple and the 
peacocks sent to grace the beautiful gardens of Solo- 
mon where the fountains played and the flowers 
bloomed. 

Mrs. Blair had dressed two dolls in the costumes 
of that day, a man and a woman, that the boys might 
visualize the period. By this time the fathers and 
mothers became so interested in the Solomon meetings 
that they asked Mrs. Blair to*hold a duplicate meet- 
ing in the Sunday-school room some evening. This 
meeting was really a repetition of the boys’ first meet- 
ing. Fond mothers’ hearts palpitated with pride, as 
the boys arose to their feet and with faltering tongue 
told what they knew of Solomon, and proud fathers 
— over the meeting at the general store the next 

ay. 
Interest began to revive in the Sunday-school.. The 
boys’ evening meetings were transferred to the church, 
and the school turned out in a body. 

The men’s class, under Mr. Blair, became intensely 
interested. in the study classes. One of the members, 
a carpenter by trade, offered to construct a duplicate 
of the Temple of Solomon if Mr. Blair would draw 
plans for him. He drew a floor plan of the Temple 
on a large piece of heavy wrapping paper with crayons, 
and tacked it up on the Sunday-school wall. The 
minister was called into service and traced out the 
different Courts ef the Temple. After much study 
they copied a cross section of the Temple and the 
courts. from the Bible dictionary. It was built on 
a large scale, and placed on a table, that all might 
thoroughly understand the minister’s explanations. 

After the series had been finished and June was 
well on its way with a much alive church and Sunday- 
school, the minister asked the Blairs where they found 
all their reference material. Mrs. Blair said she had 
used a Bible with modern maps, an up-to-date Bible 
dictionary, and several articles from religious period- 
icals. She felt that if one could afford only one refer- 
ence book, a good Bible dictionary filled the bill. 

The community is now trying to devise some way 
in which to have a modern Sunday-school._ room for 
next year, and perhaps they will make their dreams 
come true, all through interesting a class of six adoles- 
cent boys. 


MONONGAHELA, Pa. 


A series of articles in booklet form on “How We 
Won and Held a Large Attendance,’ including the 
prize winning article of a Sunday School Times con- 
test will be found most helpful by all Sunday-school 
workers (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 25 cents, postage 2 cents). 
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International Hebrew Christian Alliance tells an 

amazing story of mass movement to Christ 
among the Jews of Eastern Europe. Sir Leon Levi- 
son has been visiting Hungary, Austria, and Poland, 
organizing national branches of the Alliance among 
these Hebrew Christians. In Hungary alone, ninety- 
seven thousand Jews left the synagogue in a body. 
They received their initial impulse in the confusion 
and suffering of war time. The Y. M. C. A. had 
much to do with this. The young Jews in the army 
were startled by the fact that Judaism had no institu- 
tion of the sort and did not seem to care for them. 
Jewish soldiers laid hands on every New Testament 
they could get hold of. They organized into groups 
called The New Israel and, when the war closed, 
joined the Reformed Church. 

Then came a curious episode. The Reformed Church 
of Hungary is saturated with antisemitism and the 
Jews found themselves so unwelcome that twenty thou- 
sand of them went into the Roman church. But they 
are not satisfied to be in such an unnatural place. 
“We have got a bit of the New Testament in our 
hearts,” they said to Sir Leon; “it has become our 
second nature, and we hope it will be our first before 
long. If you can start something we will try to make 
a home of our own.” “It seems,” says the president 
of the Hebrew Alliance (in the Life of Faith), “as if 
the church on the Continent is driving this huge body 
of believers out of her midst and compelling them to 
become witnesses by themselves, distinguished from 
all Christians, a Jewish Christian Church. 

“In Budapest,” he continues, “at one prayer-meeting 
we had something like seventy Hebrew Christians 
who pledged themselves that as soon as God opens 
the way they are going out as missionaries to preach 
the Gospel not only to their brethren but to the 
heathen. Of that number twenty-five are men with 
university degrees, doctors of science, of law, of philos- 
ophy, of medicine, of other subjects,—men of the 
very best type. When it came to some of the evening 
meetings they said, ‘Let us have a Bible reading for 
a quarter or half hour.’ Coming into contact with 
that body of Jewish Christians in Budapest I could 
not but realize that God is calling the Pg just at 
the moment when he is most needed, in order to defend 
His own Holy Word. One man opened his Bible 
at the Creation story. That man is a doctor of sci- 
ence. He interpreted the story in his own way and 
I never listened to anything more delightful and con- 
vincing and powerful than his address. Another man 
took up the idea of revelation as given by Moses in 
connection with sacrifice and the various things in 
the Temple and tabernacle that concerned Israel. An- 
other dealt with the prophets. I came away from 
Budapest feeling that, if we wanted the Bible inter- 
preted from a Jewish point of view, as we shall, those 
experts are ready to come forward and serve us.” 

In Vienna 17,000 Jews have become Christians and 
a Hebrew-Christian Alliance has been formed with 
Dr. Neumann as president. In Poland, according to 
the same informant, there are 35,000 Hebrew Chris- 
tians and in Russia some 60,000. “At Bialystok the 
people began to gather three hours before the time 
to assure themselves entrance to the hall. Where 
fifteen years ago I should probably have been mas- 
sacred if I had said I was going to preach Christ Jesus, 
thousands stood in queues and waited for three hours 
to hear the Gospel preached.” - 

Hebrew-Christian Alliances have also been formed 
in Palestine, Sweden, Norway, and Switzerland, and 
it is probably only a matter of time when they will 
exist everywhere. 


When the Russian Church Was in Power.—In the 
early years of the war the Russian armies conquered 
Galicia and proceeded to assimilate this Austrian 
Province to their empire. Not only was its adminis- 
tration to be Russian, but its religion and the Uniates 
(i. e., Catholics who recognized the Pope but used the 
Eastern ritual) were subjected to pressure intended 
to bring about their conversion to unalloyed Russian 
orthodoxy. Archbishop Eulogios was charged with 
the religious affairs of Galicia and proceeded to fill 
the country with Russian priests. Large numbers of 
Uniate clergy were exiled, among them the Metropoli- 
tan Count Andreas Szepticki, a member of an aristo- 
cratic Ukrainian family. Szepticki was a patriot who 
had done much for the cultural life of the Ukrainian 
people. Thus with his own property he built a mag- 
nificent national museum and presented it to the 
Ukrainian people. He sought to unite his own fol- 
lowers with the so-called Old Believers of Russia. 

Because of his prominence in the life of Galicia 
he was denounced as “a perilous political agitator,” 
although he was nothing of the sort. He was ar- 
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rested by the Russian army, whisked in an automobile 
to Kieff and then despatched to the ecclesiastical prison 
in the convent of Suzdal. Here for two years he was 
shut up in solitary confinement and given no informa- 
tion as to what his fate would be. Happily the revo- 
lution broke out and he was released by order of 
Kerensky. But the long confinement in a cell and 
the absence of medical care had ruined his health. 

The Uniates of Galicia are going over en masse 
to Protestantism. The iniquitous treatment which 
their national religious leader received at the hands 
of Russian orthodoxy no doubt has had its influence 
in this movement. 


Rouge et Noir.—It is hard to decide which is the 
most dangerous enemy of the church of Christ, — the 
Reds or the Blacks. The Peter-Paul parish in Mos- 
cow was, before the revolution, one of the most flour- 
ishing German Lutheran churches in Russia with many 
schools (classical gymnasium, technical school, girls’ 
high school with fifteen hundred children and many 
charitable institutions). Bolshevism has almost en- 
tirely ruined this flourishing organization. The church 
buildings were nationalized, the school buildings mu- 
nicipalized, and the church funds confiscated. 

The Polish Blacks measure up to the Russian Reds. 
The tragic consequences of their rule on the German 
Protestant community comes out in this statistic from 
the report of the general superintendent, Dibelius, re- 
garding the “Ostgebiete” (the eastern territory of Ger- 





Ireland and Protestantism 





The religious situation in Ireland is dis- 
tinctly encouraging according to Professor 
Davey of Belfast (in Protestantische Runds- 
chau.) “Today we sell far more Bibles 
and other religious books among Catholics 
than formerly,— our colporteurs are actually 
selling three times as many as before 1914,— 
and Protestant books of all kinds are being 
read by every one.” Professor Davey thinks 
that Catholics trust Protestants in business 
matters far more readily than one another. 
“In the Irish Free State the Protestants 
have already been granted a high place. In 
the government, in the Dail, or parliament, 
and in other positions of importance, one 
finds far more Protestants than their num- 
bers would naturally lead us to expect.” 
The fact that Protestants have done their 

~ share in trying to make the Free State a 
success seems to be winning the friendship 
of Catholics in West and South. 


Qn the other hand Catholic immigration 
is coming-into Ulster because of the greater 
economic prosperity of the northern province. 
“In the parts of Ulster that were formerly 
the most Protestant of all, Catholics have 
everywhere been buying houses and farms 
and erecting churches and convents.’’ Where 
the money comes from Mr. Davey “ does 
not know.” 











many). In a single evangelical parish in Poland, 
among the twenty-two confirmed eighteen could 
neither read nor write. These are children of men 
and women who received a thorough school training in 
the old days. They were not brought up in the slums 
of London or the mountains of Montenegro. But the 
“heretic school” has been closed by Polish Romanism 
and the children have grown up in dense ignorance. 
Fifteen years ago not-one percent of the children in 
this parish were illiterate; now eighty-two percent 
are without the elements of education. What does 
evangelical Christendom say to this? 


A Lay Worker among the Mohammedans.—Sir 
William Willcocks, the great hydraulic engineer and 
builder of the Assuan dam on the Nile, now lives in 
Cairo and devotes all his time and money to Chris- 
tian testimony. ‘He has circulated 169,200 volumes 
in Egyptian colloquial at his own expense and has 
personally distributed most of this literature. 

Recently one of the leading Egyptian newspapers 


devoted nearly a whole page to what was ostensibly 
criticism of Sir William, but was really appreciation. 
The editor mentions the fact that for more than a 
year he has been manhandling prominent Egyptian 
politicians and inviting libel suits. Now he is going 
to tackle an Englishman. 
half an Englishmen. He was born in India.” Then, 
after mentioning a dozen incidents, the editor concludes 
with, “He was a byword among English officials be- 


cause he always stood up for the poorer class of 


natives. 

“Tl tell you the kind of fellow he is. Listen! When 
he was Director-General of a big government depart- 
ment they omitted to say whether his twenty-five 


hundred pounds a year was sterling or Egyptian. We' 
Egyptians would have taken it in Egyptian and saved: 


twenty-five hundred sixpence. This man being pos- 
sessed of a conscience drew his in sterling. That’s 


the sort of man he is! - 


“Here is a story about the time when he was up- 
country and all the people around Assuan loved him 
and protected him: 

“A brigand who was caught and ran the risk of 
being shot in the night called out ‘Ana ismi Willy- 
Cockis’ (‘My name is Willcocks’) and thus got off 
because nobody ever touched Willy-Cockis.  - 

“In general it may be said of this man that 


He never sold the truth to gain an hour, 
Nor paltered with the Eternal God for power. 


Willcocks has been fighting all the time he has been 
in our country, — and that is nearly half a century, — 
but none of us has ever once seen him fighting for 
his own advantage. In his old age he goes about 


preaching what he believes to be the truth.. He who . 


provided water to make gardens for men on this 
pen now finds another kind of water for the garden 
above.” 


In the Libyan Desert.—The catalogue of the Nile 
Mission Press now lists six hundred numbers under 
the title, “Into the Valley of Death Rode the Six 
Hundred.” Up to 1915 it had published only 140. 
The circulation of the Press’ Arabic Gospel books 
numbered in 1922, 140,000 copies; in 1926, 354,564. 
Its Christian Khutbas for Moslems, all fully voweled, 
have had a great sale. They are kindly arguments and 
cogent ones to prove that Jesus Christ is the Sav- 
iour of the world, and have been translated into more 
than a dozen languages, and are greatly used of God. 
The Nile Press is a going concern, indeed, that is 
sowing the Moslem world with good seed of the 
kingdom, and deserves the co-operation of those who 
also have this purpose in their hearts. 


One of the employees of the Press has for two years 
sacrificed his month’s summer vacation to take the. 


Gospel through the desert to two oases that are 130 


miles apart. These oases are depressions in the desert - 


and intensely hot. Jowhar Effendi was urged to come 


back, but he plodded on for three weeks distributing -: 
no less than 1,361 tracts and Scriptures. He writes: - 


“During the fourteen days I spent at Kharga I 
made trips to three villages. At each of the meetings 
held, about thirty-five Moslems were present. On 
August 3, I set out on the long and tiresome journey 
to Dakhla, the second oasis in the Libyan desert. The 
heat there at that time was indescribable. However, 
in spite of fatigue I reached Mot where the police 
station is. During the six days in Dakhla oasis I 
visited ten villages. Other villages not reached be- 
cause of the distance received free gifts of ‘tracts 
sent by officials whom I knew. I afterward heard that 
the books actually reached the villages. Praise be 
to God who preserved me from the great heat and 
the terrible thirst. The general -attitude of the peo- 
ple this year was much more cordial than last year.” 


Crypto-Romanism in the Church of England.— 
The Bulletin des Missions de Saint-André (a Belgian 
confraternity) publishes a detailed account of the ex- 


pansion of Roman Catholic ideas and practices in the © 


Church of England. Guilds and confraternities for 
the extension of Catholic* practices are, it declares, 
widely prevalent; as, for. example, the Confraternity 
of the Holy Sacrament, The Guild for the Dead, and 
various Brotherhoods of Our Lady. The influence 
of the group actually working for reunion with Rome 
is described as “enormous” ‘and “penetrating every- 
where.” This supports itself on organizations such 
as the Society of St. Thomas of Canterbury and 
the Catholic League. One must accept the credo of 
Pope Pius IV to enter the league, which isa federa- 
tion of many societies such as the Apostolate of 
Prayer, the Living Rosary, and the Sodalitas Pretios- 
sissimt Sanguinis D.N.J.C. This last, the Sodality of 
the Most Precious Blood, is made up of celibate priests 
who engage themselves to use the Roman breviary 
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Lesson for January 29 
Mark 3: 7-12; 6 : 53-56 


and to make an annual retreat. Then there is “The 
Living Rosary of Our Lady and of St. Dominic” and 
“The Society of Catholic Propaganda.” The Cath- 
olic League organized in 1926 a pilgrimage to Rome 
for priests, which included a visit to the Pope. 
Among the “intentions” of the pilgrimage were in- 
tercession for the reunion of. England with the Holy 
See and penitence for the schism of the sixteenth cen- 
tury. The pilgrimage took place under the patronage 
of Our Lady of the Victories. 

In the foreign mission field the dioceses of Korea, 
Kobe, Nassau, and Colombo are very much under the 
influence of this Catholicizing party. The late Bishop 
Weston of Zanzibar brought up in an evangelical 
home became a Catholic extremist. The Swahili 
breviary and missal used in his diocese were. chiefly 
based on those of Rome. 


The Dudley Bible Institute, Dudley, Mass.—New 
England has been a seed-plot for many good and 
great things. In it, too, have grown tares that have 
spread widely, — Unitarianism, Mormonism, Eddyism. 
At present its theological seminaries.are centers of 
doubt, its pulpits too often filled with rationalists and 
its churches half empty. New England needs a pro- 
found revival if the candlestick is not to be removed 
altogether. It is for this that the Dudley Bible In- 
stitute is working, and all New Englanders who have 
the religious good of New England at heart should 
learn of its work and co-operate with it. 

How Mr. Moody would rejoice at its spirit and 
testimony! It has held week-end and Sunday evan- 
gelistic campaigns every week for the past eighteen 
months (with but two exceptions). I heard their 
team recently in a little country church. ‘How true 
and loyal the preaching, how admirable the music 
and how free the entire program from the rudeness 
and sensation of some evangelism. You may listen in 
Tuesday nights at 9.15 for an hour to their radio Gos- 
pel service over WEAN, 319 meters, Shepherd Stores, 
Providefice. Then you will want to get acquainted 
with them and invite them to your community. 

Yet this evangelism is but one feature. The Insti- 
tute is a school combining a three years’ Bible course 
with a six years’ Bible academic course where the 
high school training is desired. It is not merely a 
school with “Christian atmosphere.” It is this of 
course, but its real purpose is training for service in 
Christian work. Its large farm is managed by stu- 
dents, the girls doing the canning and housework. 
Thirty acres are under cultivation. Dudley is some 
twenty miles south of Worcester in the heart of 
southern New England. Summer conferences are held 
annually on Dudley hill, a place of lovely views. The 
head of this promising institution is the Rev. Howard 
W. Ferrin, able evangelist and Bible teacher, trained 
in the Moody Institute and Northwestern University, 
Evanston. 


Some Notes from M. Saillens’ Institute at Nogent- 
sur-Marne.—The colportage of the Institute sells 250 
Testaments monthly, on the average, which means 
5,700 visits made. Where the colporteurs’ do not 
succeed in selling, they leave tracts. M. André Funé, 
evangelist in the south of France, uncomfortable be- 
cause of modernist associations, abandons his pretty 
manse and good income and, lives with his wife in a 
small basement room back of the Institute, spending 
his time ‘in colportage and personal work. A state 
school mistress recently sent the Institute a thousand 
francs as her thank offering for her recovery to the 
Christian life through the preaching of an Institute 
student. She had been drawn into Modernism. The 
Institute students spend a day each week in colportage 
and house-to-house visitation. A Spanish student 
visits the Spanish colony on Montmartre. Graduates 
of the Institute are in great demand, and as yet the 
Protestant churches cannot be supplied. One graduate, 
a Swiss watchmaker, has settled in a Belgian town 
where he proposes to do Christian work while work- 
ing at his trade. 

The French Bible Mission is made up of churches 
that have broken away from the American Baptist 
Foreign Missionary Society because of the Modern- 
ism of its management. The reports of this new mis- 
sion are encouraging. The church at Colombes, a 
growing suburb of Paris, reached last year one of 
the largest per capita averages of contributions ever 
made by French churches. Its members are almost 
all former Catholics who have built with their own 
gifts a new mission hall. They are led by a pastor 
of Jewish birth, M., Emile Guedj, an earnest and suc- 
cessful Christian. The church at Lyons is experi- 
encing a time of revival such as it has not known 
before. That at Nimes reports the largest accessions 
for twenty-five years. 

_ No harder field in the world in which to do Chris- 

tian work could be conceived than the working-class 
quarter of Montmartre, Paris. Yet in the last three 
years Pastor Blocher’s church and workers have sold 
here nearly five thousand New Testaments! In the 
first three months of the present year 301 New Tes- 
taments and Bibles were sold. Such seed sowing is 
bound to produce fruit, because of the promise, “My 
word shall not return unto me void.” 


Tukaram.—Miss Katherine Mayo’s “Mother India” 


ought to have a wholesome effect on those who rhap-' 
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sodize over Indian life, literature, and religion. One 
thinks of Romain Rolland’s extravagant eulogies of 
Gandhi; of Jean Lahor’s “Bréviaire d’un panthéiste” ; 
of Keyserling’s praise of the East, of Hinduism, and 
of yogi; of those German students who detach the 
locomotive from a train in the Strassburg station in 
order to compel Tagore to remain longer with them; 
worse than all, of those missionaries in India who are 
commending the study of Tukaram to Marathi Chris- 
tians. Tukaram was a poet of the Hindu seventeenth 
century, an unalloyed heathen. Kindly references are 
made to him in a book on missions by Dr. Cavert of 
the Federal Council of Churches, a book that is being 
widely circulated in American churches. 

I suppose it all comes from the remark of the Hindu 
Christian hymn writer, Tilak, “It was over the bridge 
of Tukaram’s verse that I came to Christ.” The Rev. 

F. Edwards prints an essay about Tukaram in 
Dnyanodaya, the organ of American Presbyterian, 
Congregationalist, and other missions in West India, 
appealing to the churches of India to devote more time 
to the study of this worthy’s writings. Dr. Farquhar, 
a missionary in India, is quoted as saying that “he 
did not think any Indian teacher was nearer Jesus 
than Tukaram,” but Mr. Edwards is obliged to con- 
fess that he “was a soul tossed between pantheism 
and polytheism,” that he worshiped idols and that his 
favorite temple was Vithobe in Pandharpur. We are 
also told that “India’s saints are so many’ divinely 
ordained paths to God” and their writings “a kind of 
supplementary Old Testament for the Indian Chris- 
tian. 

Mr. Edwards, however, acknowledges that “Tukaram 
speaks of women in a manner that is far from dig- 





The Salvation Army in the 
East Indies 








The Salvation Army in the Dutch East 
Indies carries on four leper colonies on the 
island of Sumatra, at Djocja in Java, a home 
for Javanese children, several rescue homes 
for girls in Java, and a Beggars’ Colony at 
Semarang where between three and four 
hundred unfortunates are taught rope making 
and carpet and matting weaving. Also at 
Semarang is a new hospital for women and 
children, together with Dr. Wille’s splendid 
Eye Hospital famous all over Java and far 
beyond. Dr. Wille was a Dutch eye 
specialist who when converted placed his 
life at the service of the Salvation Army. 
He is active now not only in operations but 
in evangelisin, The Salvationists also manage 
seven army and navy homes in the Dutch 
East Indies. They have also recently taken 
up work in the Celebes where a large Farm 
Colony: has been started. Here immigrants 
from crowded Java are at work raising rice, 
soja beans, and corn. ‘This new colony has 
already a herd of two hundred cows. In 
six centers of the Célebes European officers 
are evangelizing the Toradjas, till lately 
head-hunters, with marked success. Lieu- 
tenant Commissioner Johanna Van de 
Werken, a Dutch woman, is in charge of 
all this work in the Dutch Indies, 











nified.” But this is a slight thing beside what follows. 
“The holiness so essential to the divine character is 
sometimes wanting in Tukaram’s view of God.” A 
mild way indeed of putting it! “God is made to sin 
by means of human agency. . . . The wives of the 
cowherds committed adultery with God. ... Unholy 
deeds we should commit if they bring the possession 
of God. ... They have enjoyed the endless one in 


_ adultery !” 


Such is Tukaram whose writings are commended 
by missionaries to the Christians of Hindustan and 
given cordial mention in mission study textbooks. 


Modernism on the mission field has created a feel- 
ing of distrust among givers and the boards are suf- 
fering seriously and in some instances terribly as a 
consequence. Bishop Robinson of the American Meth- 
odist Church tells of the effects of “the cut”*on India. 
He says that the “unexpected and undeserved dis- 
missal of preachers and teachers shocked the morale 
of the entire body of workers and indeed of the en- 
tire Christian community. Opponents are seizing the 
opportunity to blaspheme, and Christians are taunted 
with ‘the suggestion that theirs is a dying cause. 
Friendly non-Christians are asking if it is Christian 
thus to treat veteran preachers. Unless something 
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can be done to counteract these impressions they will 
constitute a very serious obstacle to future Christian 
effort. 

“When we dismissed the thirteen hundred evan- 
gelists and preachers we not only turned them adrift 
but left innumerable groups of village Christians with 
no pastoral oversight. Many of these preachers were 
in charge of a dozen or a score of village communities 
each. These new Christians are now left without 
teaching and without counsel. They are not yet ad- 
vanced enough to stand alone. To make the situation 
more serious the Hindus, long indifferent to those who 
left them, have of late inaugurated the very vigorous 
shuddi movement which seeks by persuasion or pres- 
sure to win back to Hinduism those who have been 
converted to Mohammedanism and Christianity. Up 
to the present our village converts have proved stead- 
fast in most difficult circumstances, but unless we get 
teachers and leaders back to them we must expect 
great losses in our mass movement fields.” 


Prosperity and Heathenism.—Prosperity is good 
only for those who can stand it and least of all is it 
a substitute for regeneration. It is a well-known fact 
that the curve of alcohol consumption rises in ‘good 
times” and falls in bad; less known perhaps is the 
fact that this is also the case with the curve of 
syphilitic sickness. A missionary describes in the last 
report of the United Free Church of Scotland the 
lovely character of the country in which he is sta- 
tioned. The climate is probably the finest in the world 
and the soil rich and well watered. This region be- 
tween the Drakensberg Mountains and the Indian 
Ocean is a reservation for Kafir tribes, — Xosas, 
Fingos, Pondos, Tembus, and others, — multitudes in 
red blankets, the badge of heathenism. The evil effects 
of a good harvest are described. “It has been followed 
by an unusual orgy of heathen feasting and carousal. 
Various ceremonies and functions that had been post- 
poned for several years owing to a succession of 
droughts and poor crops were indulged in after har- 
vest for days on end, and the air was hideous night 
and day.” 

Poverty and Heathenism.—India is a poor country, 
and the root of its poverty is its heathenism. A large 
proportion of its cattle, for example, are a drain on 
the land rather than a benefit, for they are sacred 
bulls and cows. At a meeting of the Board of Agri- 
culture in 1924 it was estimated that out of the 146,- 
000,000 cattle in British India, 16,000,000 oxen and 
8,500,000 cows are regarded as entirely useless. They 
have lived beyond their possible usefulness and no 
hand is raised to put them out of life. Those who 


have visited the animal refuge in Bombay will recall 


the sick and injured cows who are kept to make merit 
when they should be put out of misery. The loss to 
India from the depredations of animals too sacred to 
kill, such as field rats and mice, bands of monkeys, 
herds of wild deer, and the like, rises to an enormous 
total. 

The old cows of Hindustan have it better than mul- 
titudes of human beings, the lepers, for example, 
whom no one cares for save the Christian mission- 
aries. For those who affect Ghandi and sneer at mis-" 
sionaries one would commend this utterance of the 
Hindu leader regarding the lepers. of India: “It is a 
matter of humiliation for us that the very necessary 
and humane work of looking after this portion of 
distressed humanity should be taken up solely by 
Christian foreigners. All honor to them, but what 
of us?” 

The large Philippine island of Masbate has been 
unevangelized until the American Bible Society sent 
its agent, Mr. William Ghent, there last year. Mr. 
Ghent was formerly. in the United States army, and, 
in those days devoted to drink, but was wonderfully . 
converted and is now the best colporteur the Society 
has in the Philippines. He was directed to go cofn- 
pletely round the island by whatever transportation 
was available. As there are three or four dialects 
spoken it was necessary for him to carry a very 
heavy stock of books. He used one of the vintas, or 
sailboats, fashioned out of a log and provided with 
outriggers which, when the waves run high, are 
easily swamped. With this he traveled from coast 
town to coast town. In two months his sales were 
greater than in any other part of the southern archi- 
pelago. - Many towns. were literally hungry for the 
Word of God. In the town of Masbate he found: 
gambling on the streets everywhere and the people a 
rough set. The priest opposed him in every way. 
“The coast is very dangerous at present. I was caught 
in a storm the other day; the sail was torn off and 
the rain and wind were fierce.” Mr. Ghent is a valu- 
able man with great persistency and consecration, and 
with a small $1,500 launch would soon sow these 
islands with Scriptures. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
ve 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” a searching 
study by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton Sem- 
inary, may be obtained from the Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, 843 N. Wells Street, Chicago, 
at $2.50 a dozen, postage 20 cents;.or 25 cents each, 
postage 2 cents. 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 29. THE GROWING FAME OF JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson—Mark 3: 7-12; 6: 53-56 
Golden Text.—The common people heard him gladly.—Mark 12: 37 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old 
Was strong to heal and save; 
It triumphed o’er disease and death, 
O’er darkness and the grave. 
To Thee they went, the blind, the dumb, 
The palsied and the lame, 
The leper with his tainted life, 
The sick with fevered frame. 


Verse by Verse —Edward H. Plumptre. 

Mark 3:7.—Withdrew. This paragraph marks a 
crisis in the labors of the Lord Jesus. The opposition 
of his enemies had already begun to pass into deadly 
hate. The Pharisees had become aware, by a series 
of experiences, that he had exposed and would destroy 
their whole system. They learned that he could see 
through their pretences and would fearlessly strip 
them away. Moreover, their rage at this was becom- 
ing intensified by the growing fame of the Lord. 
These facts supplied the motives for his action. The 
towns were the natural places for the hatching of plots 
as well as for the carrying out of them. Hence his 
retirement to the coast. It was an exemplification 
of his own injunction (Matt. 10:23). He would do 
“nothing before the time” (cf. 1 Cor. 4:5), and, there- 
fore, he withdrew. At this time, as often afterward, he 
turned for safety to the fisher folk. Among these 
the Pharisees had no part, since they had preached 
no Gospel to the poor (contrast Matt. 11:5). 


Verse 8.—Note the widespread area from which 
these multitudes were drawn. Let the teacher note 
them on the map that he may the better prepare to 
~~ his pupils the vivid impression Mark has pro- 
uced. 

Idumaea is the Greek name for Edom. This terri- 
tory lay east of Jordan between Southern Palestine 
and Arabia. Note the contrast between the behavior 
of these Edomites and the inveterate hostility they dis- 
played toward Israel all through the Old Testament 
(cf. Psa. 137:7 and Obadiah). Note also the meas- 
sure in which these incidents were the fulfillment of 
the gracious prophecy concerning Edom given through 
Isaiah (Isa. a1: 11, 12). In spite of their hostility 
God had always a purpose of grace. If this were 
not his constant character we should have no Gospel 
to give to our classes, nor would the pupils have any 
teachers at all. 

Tyre and Sidon were the two great cities of Syro 
Phoenicia on the Mediterranean coast. Sidon or Zidon 
is considered to have been the most ancient of the 
Phoenician cities (cf. Gen. 10:19). From the deriva- 
tion of its name it probably began as a fishing village. 

Tyre was the daughter of Zidon (Isa. 23:12) which 
probably means either that it was politically dependent 
upon Zidon or that it was actually founded by. Zidon- 
ian colonists. Tyre was one of the most famuus cities 
of antiquity. Note the strange parallelism drawn be- 
tween the prince of Tyre and the Devil (Ezek. 28: 
11ff). Again, observe how often from such a place as 
Tyre crowds had formerly come flocking to the Lord 
Jesus. It must, of course, be borne in mind that the 
ancient city of Tyre had been utterly destroyed by 
Alexander the Great in 332 B. C. “The Phoenicians 
never aspired to an empire, but through at least seven 
centuries the carrying trade of the ancient world was 
in their hands. During this period the Phoenicians 
were to their age very much what the Dutch were 
to Europe during part of the seventeenth century. In 
all directions they opened up trade routes, and along 
the line of each route they established factories, as did 
the Hudson Bay or East Indian Companies twenty-five 
hundred years later” (Boys’ Book of Steamships). 

Verse 9.—Wait on him. The verb expresses the 


idea of being in constant attendance. It was. rendered 
necessary by the crowd which was so great that. it 


* threatened to make ali work impossible through the 


sheer pressure of its numbers. 


Verse 10.—Plagues, literally, “scourges,” a strong 
figurative word for disease. Pressed upon him, liter- 
ally, “were falling upon him.” The verb is almost 
always used in a hostile sense. That obviously is not 
its meaning here. But it gives us a vivid idea of the 
turbulent, unbecoming, and irreverent excitement of 
the eager crowd. In face of this rush, the Lord gave 
freely with divine lavishness. Not yet had man’s un- 
belief restrained the compassion of his heart and 
forced him to exhibit another phase of the mind -of 
God by refusing to give that which is holy to the 
oer (ct Matt. 7:6). But already in Mark’s words 
it becomes easy to find the real explanation of the en- 
thusiasm. It was not saving faith that longed for 


Devotional Reading : Isaiah 60 : 1-5, 8, 9. 
Primary Topic: Jesus Followed by Crowds of People. 
Lesson Material: Mark 3: 7-12. 
Memory Verse: He hath done all things well.—Mark 7: 37 
Junior Topic: The Gro Fame of 
Lesson Material: Mark 3 : 7-12. A 
Memory Verse: A great multitude, hearing what great 
things he did,,came to him.—Mark 3: 84. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Why the People Followed Jesus. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Secret of Jesus’ Fame. 











3:7 And Jesus with his disciples withdrew to the sea: 
and a great multitude from Galilee followed; and from 
Judaea, 8 and from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and be- 
yond the Jordan, and about Tyre and Sidon, a great mul- 
titude, hearing 1 what great things he did, came unto him. 
9 And he spake to his disciples, that a little boat should 
wait on him because of the crowd, lest they should throng 
him: 10 for he had healed many; insomuch that as many as 
had ? plagues * pressed upon him that they might touch 
him. 11 And the unclean spirits, whensoever they beheld 
him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art 
the Son of God. 12 And he charged them much that they 
should not make him known. 


6:53 And when they had ‘crossed over, they came to 
the land unto Gennesaret, and moored to the shore. 54 
And when they were come out of the boat, straightway 
the people knew him, 55 and ran round about that whole 
region, and began to carry about on their beds those 
that were sick, where they heard he was. 56 And where- 
soever he entered, into villages, or imto cities, or into the 
country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and be- 
sought him that they might touch if it were but the bor- 
der of his garment: and as many as touched “him were 
made whole. 


1Or, all the things that he did. %Gr., scourges. 
®Gr., fell. *Or, crossed over to the land, they came 
unto Gennesaret. Or, pallets. Or, it. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








deliverance from sin which these eager mobs showed, 
but simply the very natural desire to be rid of physical 


ill. Herein lay the peril of that hour. 


Verse 11.—And the unclean spirits. A more subtle 
danger was also present. For the demons evidently 
knew something of the secret of his mysterious per- 
sonality. They observed also that it was a secret and 
formed no part of his teaching since his disciples 
could not bear it yet. Months later flesh and blood 
had not revealed it even to Peter. Therefore the 
demons made malicious haste to proclaim him the Son 
of God. This confession he sternly forbade, for it 
was not the expression of repentant love but of un- 
yielding hostility. “The devils also believe, and trem- 
ble” (Jas. 2:19). This may well illustrate the dif- 
ference betweers mere knowledge and saving faith. 
Faith includes knowledge, but it also includes much 
more, trust, surrender, obedience, and the like. 





Coming to Christ 
By Amos R. Wells 


oo young, mature, and old, the. vigorous, the 
sick, the timid and the bold, the stupid and 
the quick, the rich, the very poor, te ignorant, 
the wise, aristocrat or boor, in every mode. and 
guise — they all, with one accord, in sorrow, fear, 
and pain, are seeking Christ the Lord,, and never 
seek in vain. ‘They come from east or west, they 
seek him last or first; they bring to him their best, 
they bring to him their worst. They come im eager 
trust, they come in shrinking doubt; they~ come 
because they must, they come with courage stout. 
Some bring a broken frame and priceless cure en- 
treat; some bring a sullied name, some carry grim 
defeat. Whatever mars the soul, whatever racks’ 
the mind, passions beyond control, ambitions un- 
confined, the unavailing hope, the visions blurred 
and dim, with these they creep and grope and feel 
their way to him. Ah, what a weight of woe! 
Ah, what a mount of sin! How can he ever know, 
and where can he begin? And yet no sooner 
brought before God’s blessed Son, than all the deed 
is wrought and all the marvel done! How glorious 
they rise, how rid of shame and wrong, how happy 
and how wise, how beautiful and strong! The 
myriads go away as other myriads press: forever 
and for aye the Saviour’s graciousness! And I— 
shall I remain with all my longings dumb and all 
my life in vain? Lord Christ, I come, I come! 











Fell down. The words, “unclean spirits,” are used 
here, by what is called metonymy, for the men pos- 
— by them because the action was impelled by 
them. 


Chapter 6: 53.—Gennesaret was a fertile plain on 
the west side of the Sea of Galilee, about three miles 
long and a mile wide, lying just south of Capernaum. 


. This landing was several miles south of Bethsaida, 


for which they had originally set out (v. 45). They 
had been driven far out of their course by the storm 
(v. 48). With this whole section compare John 6: 
22ff. John gives a report of a sermon preached at this 
time; Mark omits the account of the address but gives 
a general summary of the Lord’s beneficent activities. 


Verse 55.—Beds. Pallets. Compare Lesson 3. 
A Lesson Outline ; 


1. The Servant of Jehovah. 
fr His intimacy with the Father (3:11). 

2) His authority (3:12). 
(3) His responsibility to the Father implied (3:7). 
(4) His efficiency (6: 56). 

2. The Service 

(1) Its tirelessness (3:9). 

(2) Its sympathy (3: 10). 

633 Its comprehensiveness (3:8). 

4) Its restraint (3: 12). 


Golden Topics 


1. Practical resourcefulness. The little boat (3:9). 


2. Patient forbearance with opposition and hatred 
(3:7). The withdrawal to the sea. 


3. Accessibility of the Lord (6: 56). 
The Practical Aim . 


To get the pupils to see the difference between the 
desire for material good and the desire for salvation, 
—the one quite natural to our needy condition; the 
other supernatural and brought about by the Spirit 
of God. Secondly, to emphasize the tireless sympathy 
of the Lord Jesus. As he was then, so he is now, 
a yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Heb. 
13:8). ; 


Final Word 


“We have not a high priest that cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but one that hath been 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may 
find grace to help us in time of need” (Heb. 4:15, 16). 

-Tunseince WELLS, Enc. 


. we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written y several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mre. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting t em see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT caused the great crowd to gather at the sea- 
shore? 
2. What. were the surface attractions that drew people 
to Jesus? 
3. Wherein did Christ seek the fame of men? 
4. What did Christ do to avoid it? 

. 5. Where is the strongest statement of all concerning 
the multitudes that followed Christ during his public 
ministry ? f ’ 

6. How many times does Mark mention, specifically, 
the multitudes that followed Christ? ; 

7. What was Christ’s attitude toward these crowds that 
followed’ him so constantly ? 
* 8. What was the attitude of the crowds toward Jesus? 

9. How long were these crowds at least apparently 
friendly to Jesus? ; 

10. What evidence were the enemies of Christ ever 
able to produce that he was, as they claimed, an imposter? 

11. On the other hand, what did the people who saw 
and heard Christ Jesus say about him? 

12. What voluntary outside evidence of the deity of 
Christ was frequently shown? 

13. Why did Christ not allow the demons to make him 

own! 

142 Why are you following Christ, today? (Personal.) 


ee 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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Lesson for January 29 
Mark 3: 7-12; 6: 53-56 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or INTEREST.—An object is of inter- 
est either through instinctive appeal or through 
association with an object already interesting. 








E DO not believe that Jesus sought the fame of 

men, or did things to attract it—his was a 
higher object, to do the will of his heavenly Father. 
We must believe that the matter of fame was a matter 
of indifference to him. It evidently at times interfered 
with the work he would do, and this may be the rea- 
son that he at times forbade those whom he healed 
to proclaim the fact. Least of all did he want his 
fame spread abroad by “the father of lies.” 

Nevertheless it is clear that multitudes were at- 
tracted to him. What was it that drew them? A 
crowd in itself is attractive to those who see it. Then, 
too, it is natural to desire health, and some of the 
most pathetic pilgrimages of earth are of those who 
wander from place to place seeking healing of their 
ailments, ofttimes of long standing. Many surely 
came drawn by the fame of his healing miracles. 
Others came undoubtedly drawn by curiosity to see 
him work a miracle cure on some poor sufferer. It 
is to be feared that men are still lured to modern 
shrines of many sorts with no higher motives than 
these. 

But Jesus certainly did not work his cures to sat- 
isfy anyone’s curiosity, and while it is probably too 
much to say that he never healed because he de- 
lighted to relieve suffering wherever he could, it seems 
clear that he did not regard this as the main purpose 
for which he was in the world, and that only when 
such ministry led men to receive the word of God and 
himself as the Son of did he regard his real 
work as accomplished. Nor can we conclude that 
there were none who were drawn by his own unique 
personality and the words of grace that proceeded 
out of his mouth. Such surely were those common 
people who heard him gladly. What is it that draws 
xs to Christ? What should it be? 


Huntinopon, Pa, 
» we _ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Down at the Shore.”—A great multitude, hearing 
what great things he did (3:8). “A great multitude.” 
The crowd. So it has ever been. When and where 
things are being done the crowd gathers. Same old 
crowd always, whether in town or countryside. No 
evolution in the crowd in a world of years. I am now 
at. Ocean City, N. J., across the water from famous 
Atlantic City. Been watching the calisthenic exe.- 
cises by the bathers on the beach. Laughing at the 
fat ones as they .try to touch their toes. What a 
wholesome, healthy looking bunch they are. Well 
made, well fed, well browned, and full of the best 
American life. For Ocean City has always been a 
watering place the “sporting crowd” has given absent 
treatment. Listen to this: my family who are sum- 
mering there (without me) say that one of their ob- 
jections to Ocean City is. that “the Sunday-schools 
and churches are too crowded for the children.” I 
think maybe Ocean City, in whole or in part, was 
originally a sort of camp-meeting place like Ocean 
Grove. ‘Last week Moody Bible Institute workers 
were here conducting a revival. All this Ocean City 
bouquet to say that Jesus attracted the multitude be- 
cause he, too, stood for health, both of body and soul. 
Jesus came into the world not only with his evangel 
but to do things. The greatest thing he came to do 
was to make the world a continual seashore enjoy- 
ment. Oh, yes, I know all the passages, and in this 
world ye shall have tribulation. That is the fault 
of the world and not what Jesus came to do. He came 
to give life, abundant life, eternal life. Part of the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, and peace (Gal. 5: 22). 
The .crowd sensed this in a blind sort of way, as 
crowds usually sense things. They felt there was 
something to get. .All crowds are that way. If not 
to get things materfal, to “get the man.” There was 
indeed something in Galilee that day for the multitude 
to get! 


The Genuine Article.—The unclean spirits, ... 
cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God (v. 11). The 
unclean spirits know a good thing when they see it. 
Dr. Huston’s English coachman used to say, “Every 
chap cawn’t own a good ’oss, but every chap knows a 
good ’oss when ’e sees ’im.” And that is the way with 
unclean spirits. Mr. Unclean Spirit, down deep in 
the heart of him, has great respect for the really good 
man. Mr. Good Man is.the ‘one to whom Unclean 
Spirit turns in the supréme moments that come in all 
lives. As. has been remarked in. these notes, I came 
out of a bunch of cronies that fook no stock in things 
religious. To them now, “Bill is-a bug on religion.” 
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“Why don’t you roll up the Lincoln Highway to see 
a fellow?” I asked one of my oldest college chums. 
“I'd come over often on a Sunday, but you’ve gotten 
too awful religious for company!” he laughs good- 
naturedly, as he refers to my Sunday-school activities 
morning and afternoon. But when trouble comes and 
I can reach my old chums either in person or by let- 
ter, it is not the “religious crank” who is welcomed, 
but “You dear old Bill, God bless you.” Sam said 
to Jack, “When we had our great sorrow we got such 
a sweet and lovely letter from dear old Bill.” Re- 
ligion is no longer a thing for “nuts” and “cranks” 
and “fanatics” and “bigots” when there is a little 
white casket in the front room, Bible promises are 
not mere “hot air” when the job is lost or every- 
thing is swept away and the sheriff has the premises. 
Unclean spirits and a whole lot of spirits not unclean 
appreciate the Son of God. They scorn Christians 
only when we fail to ring true. When we have a 
Christian “profession,” and are never in when a 
“client” or “patient” calls. When we write ourselves 
down as belonging to the “craft” and are never on the 
job. When we carry our “union” card and are always 
on a “strike.” Old Unclean Spirit will hail you if 
you’re real, and scorn you if you're false (Matt. 23: 
27-29). 

Wholesome Folks and Places.—As many as touched 
him were made whole (6:56). The magic of that 
touch has continued to this very day. Of a certain 
citizen it was said, “Oh, he is not a bad sort of 
scout— just about half a man—some good and 
some bad.” Then one day old Certain Citizen is 
found and touched by Jesus, and a whole community 
sees a wonderful change. Old Certain Citizen be- 
comes a “whcle man” and soon develops into Mr. 
Leading Citizen. Then the first thing anyone knows, 
his church elevates him into trustee, deacon, steward, 
elder, vestryman, or some other place of honor and 
trust. “He honoreth them that fear the Lord” (Psa. 
15:4. See also. John 12:26). In old times where 
royalties flowered under divine right, it was supposed 
that the king’s touch cured maladies. The touch 
of the truly kingly man is always wholesome. Huy- 
ler’s, the candy folks, have just issued an attractive 
package of candies. The cover shows a sea, and upon 
the sea an old-time ship of the seventeenth century. 
They offer a prize for a name. We: have sent in a 
name, “Ye goode shippe Welcome.” It is the name 
of William Penn’s ship in which the Quakers came up 
the Delaware and founded Philadelphia. We called 
Huyler’s attention to the fact that high grade candies 
were always “welcome” and that the Sales have 
been described as a “wholesome people.” No, we 
did not get the prize and we never heard what name 
did win it. We never won but one prize in our life. 
That was twenty-five dollars for an essay on “Peace.” 
We found out later ours was the only essay submitted ! 
All of which is only the Corner’s way of saying that 
when a man or woman becomes a Christ-touched 
Christian that man or woman becomes a high grade 
confection, sweet and wholesome. That is why those 
who have little or no religion themselves are so keen 
to live in those places where Christian people abound. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


“A Chart of Christ’s Journeyings,” giving four sep- 
arate maps, covering the main period of Christ’s min-~ 
istry and showing his journeyings from place to place, 
together with a brief outline harmony of the Gospels 
giving the events that took place in each city, will be 
particularly helpful in connection with the present Sun- 
.day-school lessons in the Gospel of Mark. Issued in 
mexpensive vest-pocket form, teachers will find it 
worth while to supply these charts to every member 
of the class. (Published by The Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, 843-45 North Wells Street, Chi- 
cago, 15 cents each.) 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
.~ at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 
1. January 1.—John the Baptist and Jesus ..... Mark 1: 1-13 
2. January 8—Jesus and the Sick ......... Mark 1: 21-45 
3-.January 15.—Jesus and Sinners ...........Mark 2: 1-17 


4. January 22—Jesus and the Law (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
S. January 29.—The Growing Fame of Jesus 
Mark 3: 7-82- 6: 53-56 
6. February 5.—Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed 
Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 
7- February 12.—Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God 
; Mark 1:14, 15; 421-34 
8. February 19.—Two Miracles of Power. Mark 4: 35 to 5:20 
g. February 26—Other Mighty Works of Jesus. 
Mark 5: 22-43 
10. March 4.—Jesus and the Twelve 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2 : 13, 143; 3 2 13-193 6 : 9-13, 30 
11, March 11.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes 
Mark 6: 31-44; 8: 1-10 
12.:March 18,—Jesus Teaches Sincerity ........ Mark 7 : 1-23 
33. March 25.—Review: Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom of God. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
; ocepeee, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
rr des though some on the Golden Text are 
py ; 


Real Cleansing.—He had healed (3:10). An Eng-° 
lish officer in India awoke one morning to find his 
body covered with leeches which, during the night, 
had found their way into his tent and fastened on 
his body. He was about to tear them off with his 
fingers when his native servant stopped him, and told 
him that such action would cause his death, because 
part of the animal would.remain in the wounds and 
prove fatal through blood-poisoning. The servant 
prepared a bath, into which the officer plunged, 
and immediately the foul parasites dropped off 
and left the man uninjured,. because not poisoned. 
This is the only cure for sins; the poison must come 
out. “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.’—From the London Sunday School 
Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 
Eng. 


A Modern Miracle.—He healed many (v. 10). At 
an open-air meeting, the following testimony was 
given by a gray-haired man who came forward and 
spoke with great freedom and without the least hesi- 
tation. He said: “Fourteen years ago I was a 
skeptic. I used to follow a notorious infidel lecturer 
at Hyde Park, and gave away infidel literature. I 
could not speak myself, being a great stammerer, for 
I could not put twelve words together. When, by 
God’s infinite grace and mercy, I was converted, a 
friend said, ‘You must testify.’ I stuttered out, ‘That is 
impossible —I cannot dq it.’ He asked, ‘Do you believe 
in prayer?’ I replied that I did. ‘He said, ‘Then let us 
kneel down and ask God to enable you to testify to 
his saving grace.’ We did so, and from that moment 
I began to testify. God healed me and loosed my 
stammering tongue. My conversion and deliverance 
were great miracles performed by God’s Son Jesus,” 
—From the Bombay Guardian. Sent by William D. 
Combs, Oneida, N. Y. 


With or Without a Goal.—And ran round about that 
whole region (6:55). There is such a thing as futile 
speed. Never before in all history were people in 
such a hurry as now to get nowhere.—From The To- 
ledo Blade. Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Are We Whole Christians?—As many as touched 
him were made whole (v. 56). A missionary in China 
wrote of a girl in the mission school under her care 
that one night she came to her and said, “Teacher, 
I want you to pray that I may be a whole Christian.” 
Struck by the expression, the teacher inquired what 
she meant. The girl told her of certain things she 
had done that day that she knew to be wrong, and of 
things she had failed to do, which her teacher had come 
manded her. All this she instinctively felt was not in 
keeping with the spirit of the Gospel. So she came 
with tears in her eyes at the close of day, saying, 
“Oh, teacher, I want you to pray for me that I may 
be a whole Christian.’—From The Christian Age. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


AH Common.—The common people heard him gladly 
(Golden Text). Dr. Greene, pastor of the Calvary 
Baptist Church in Washington, D. C., on the same 
morning received info that church the Hon. Charles E. 
Hughes, a Chinese, and a washerwoman. As he saw 
the strange group standing before him, he paused and 
said, “My friends, I will have you to notice that at 
the cross of Christ the ground is level.”—From Front 
Rank. Sent by Leslie E. Dunkin, Winona Lake, Ind. 
Prize illustration. ; 


Modernistic Nourishment.—The common people 
heard him gladly (Golden Text). An‘old negro was 
sent to the hospital, and one of the nurses put a 
thermometer in his mouth to take his temperature. 
Presently, when the doctor made his rounds, he said: 
“Well, Mose, have you had any nourishment?” “A 
lady done gimme a piece of glass to suck, boss, but 
I’se still powerful hungry.”—From The Pathfinder. 
Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


A rainy Sunday again! A bright Sunday again? 
Either way, the children will need a bit of help to 
make the happiest and best use of the free times of 
the day. “Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the Chil- 
dren,” by John T. Faris, is filled with suggestions for 
Bible games and good things to do. (Now published 
Y Hey and Bros., 49 E. 33rd Street, New York 

aty, $7. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thy revealed truth, and 
the revelation of thyself in thine only be- 
gotten Son are for all who will receive these 
thy great gifts. Not to the few, or to the 
learned, or to those of superior ability are 
thy blessings offered in Christ as their special 
privilege, but to the needy everywhere, 
whether rich or poor. How slow are men to 
accept thy benefits! But may we who know 
the Lord not fail to tell others of him, and 
to point out their need of him who hath 
done so much for us. May we lead the sin- 
sick, the weary, and the heavy-laden to him 
for healing and rest. In his dear name we 
pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—When Jesus’ won- 
derful work was known, how the people 
flocked to him! Have you noticed how 
folks crowd in to hear the preacher or 
teacher - who faithfully makes Jesus 
known? They do. And that is because 
so many people, plain everyday people, 
know they need what they hope Jesus can 
do for them. They are not disappointed 
in him. It is the person who doesn’t have 
any sense of need who does not turn to 
Jesus. Have you helped anyone this past 
week to know Jesus? He is just as ready 
to help folks today as he was when on 
earth’ among the crowds. I wonder if 
there is anyone in this crowd here today 
who would like to be rid of selfishness, an 
old bad habit, a mean temper? You know 
who is ready to clear all that up for you. 
Will you trust him? Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Softly and Tenderly.” 
“There is a Fountain.” 
“Make Jesus Yours Today.” 
“My Anchor Holds.” 
_ Tis Sweet to Know.” 
“What a Wonderful Saviour!” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par-| keen, as the case might be 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
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from across the Jordan River, and some 
— the heathen cities of Tyre and 

idon. So it was a large mixed crowd 
of people who came seeking the Lord 
Jesus that day. And he was so glad to 
see them come to him, because he loved 
the. people and wanted to do them good. 
He healed all the people who were 
sick, and cast the wicked spirits out of 
some. Then he wanted to teach the 
people, but they were so close around 
him that he could not see them all. So 
he told some of his helpers to bring him 
one of their little fishing boats, and he 
taught the multitude from the ship. When 
the Master sent the people home with his 
benediction, we are sure they were all 
glad they had gone down to the seashore 
that day to see Pay Many who were 
sad when they first got there were full 
of joy when they went home. Some of 
th people had themselves been healed, 
some had seen their friends and loved 
ones healed, and some had been delivered 
from. tormenting spirits. There were 
others who had just seen and heard Jesus. 
They had learned of his great love, and 
of the love of the Father who had sent 
him, and they were glad and happy, too. 

Sing “Jesus Loves Even Me.” 
Cuinton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


“Following Jesus” 
t. What did it mean in his day? 
2. What does it mean in our day? 


W HEN you read aloud such passages 
from the Gospels as Mark 1: 33, 34, 
45; 2:1, 2, 13; 3: 7-12, 20; 4:1; 5:21, 
31; 6: 30-52, 53-56; 8: 1-10, in immediate 
sticcession, does not a living picture veri- 
tably move before your mind? Can you 
make your girls see that picture, with 
its living men, women, and children 
(Matthew assures us on this point; see 
14: 21), as eagerly interested in him whom 
they followed as any such crowd in 


their imaginations by thrusting them into 
the midst of those “multitudes,” to hear 
the passing comments, questions idle or 
3; arguments 


ro and con about this amazing young 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to Pp b eine’ 
susie, Including also some other parts of Man from Nazareth; fierce criticisms or 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by | warm avowals of devotion? “As eager 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- | as any American crowd,” did we say? No 


tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“His Fame Hath Spread Abroad” (40:1, 3). 
Psalm 21:1, 5, 
“Thy Matchless Worth” (220: 1-3). 
Psalm 108 : 1-5 


“His Name” (153: 1-3). Psalm 72: 1-5, 17-19. 


“Bless His Holy Name” (211 : 1-3). 
Psalm 103: 1-5, 19-22. 
“His Wonders I Will Tell” (161 :3, 4). 
Psalm 77 : 11-14 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Te with the class about the two 
kinds of hearers Jesus always bad. 


There were those who made him glad 
by coming to him for healing and help, 
and because they loved to hear him talk. 
Then there were the rulers who did not 
want him for their Saviour. They were 
always finding fault with him, because 
they wanted an excuse for not loving him. 

After Jesus had healed the man’s help- 
less hand on the Sabbath Day, these fault- 
finders went out of the synagogue, and 
talked about Jesus with some men who 
did not go to church. They wanted these 
men to help them find a plan to kill Jesus. 
Jesus knew what these men were planning 
to do. He was not afraid:of them, but he 
left their town and went with his helpers 
to the seashore, where he went right on 
with his work. 

Many people had heard of the Great 
Physician, and there were still great 
crowds of people who needed to be 
healed. So a multitude of people came to 
the seashore where Jesus and his helpers 
were. Some came from up in Galilee, 
and some from a part of the country 
called Idumza, some came from Judza, 
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America today would be? Can you catch. 































































Western multitude of this day can equal 
the intensity, either in feeling or expres- 
sion, of those Eastern crowds of Jesus’ 
day. You-cannot overdo the vividness of 
your scenes, you cannot read too much 
life into those pictures. 


1. What did it mean to those thou- 
sands, then — this literal following in the 
footsteps of Jesus, up and down the road- 
ways of Galilee, in and out of the towns 
and villages, even heading him off when 
he sought a bit of quiet across the lake? 
Why did they throng him in such masses 
that Luke says that “the many thousands 
trod upon one another” in their desire to 
get near to him? Sée what your girls 
will answer to that question. 

They . will think of such groups ‘as 
these: many followed idly, with no pur- 
pose other than to be with the pas.ing 
crowd, to be doing what was so popular 


just then and there; some followed with } 


personal curiosity, wishing to verify for 
themselves what they may have heard 
about Jesus; others hoped to be relieved 
of some crushing burden of illness, or 
that of some loved one; others wanted 
spiritual light upon vexed questions, to 
bring peace of mind; still others came 
with some sick or nearly helpless one, to 
help another find healing; some followed 
because they had already begun to love 
him and felt the drawing power of his 
personality; a few followed because they 
believed in him and on him, and wanted 
to be of service to their Master; some 
dogged his every footstep.to cavil at his 
every word and deed. : 

2. Now ask how many of your girls 
are “following Jesus” today. There may 
be more than the number whose names 
are on your church rolls, some of whom 
have not yet confessed their following, 
even to themselves. It will help them all 
to ask themselves another question: 
“Why am I following Jesus?” or, “Why 
am I not?” Ask every girl to place her- 
self, silently but sincerely, in the group 
where she knows he would place her — he 
who can read the very thoughts and in- 
tents of our hidden selves. Perhaps her 
reason for coming to Sunday-school is a 
good pointer for that other larger ques- 
tion, “Why am I following Jesus, the 
Christ?” Remember, her motive in fol- 


lowing will largely determine how she’ 


follows — it is the key to the results both 
in her own life and of her life upon 
others. 

Home Study 


Read rapidly through Mark’s. Gospel, 
marking every mention of the multitudes 
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that thronged Jesus. Note the individuals 
that stand out against this background, 
in so many cases. Can you determine 
their motives in béing there? 


Decatur, GA. 
4 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Multitudes, 
Discussion: Compare the necessary 


measures of publicity to draw a crowd 
with the means used in Jesus’ time. 


Objective: Every Christian a voluntary 
witness. 











AY, fellows, Mark is giving us word 

| pictures of great crowds — swarms of 
people — all seeking to get close up to 
one person, the person a Jesus of Naz- 
areth. 
_ When great multitudes come together 
in these days to see some strange new 
sight, or to hear wonderful music. or 
speeches, it is because the newspapers and 
radio and billboards’ have carried on a 
country-wide program of publicity for 
weeks or months beforehand. But none 
of these agencies were in existence when 
Jesus came out of obscurity to the Jor- 
dan and. began his ministry. So it is 
interesting to see why those great multi- 
tudes began so soon to ‘gather from all 
parts of Palestine and beyond, to sur- 
round and press upon him, and to -follow. 
him. “Even when he took to the sea they 
would run around to greet him on ‘the 
other shore. 

_Right here, fellows, I think comes the 
big lesson for us today. What was it 
then, and what is it now that brings peo- 
ple to Jesus? 

In the lesson text we read: “And a 
great multitude, when. they had- heard 


(Mark 3:8). ‘How did they «hede:-it? 


radio?- Not at all; they heardiit by. word 
of mouth. They heard it from those who 
had seen Jesus atid had been healed by 
him, or from others who witnessed the 
miracles, or who afterward saw the re- 
stored- ones and got their-.story. The 
“telling it around” must have been done 
on a large scale. Every man: must haye, 
within a few days, ‘told many others. ~I 


a hundred others. It was necessarily so, 
or such crowds would never have been 
interested to the point of investigation for 
themselves. 

“You just think of it, fellows: sup- 
pose every man who was touched by Jesus 
and healed, or enlightened, or thrilled by 
his words, had remained silent — uncom- 
municative. Jesus might have walked up 
and down the length and breadth of the 
land, and none other than those who were 
healed, or were present and witnessed the 
healing, would have ever known of his 
power. They would have been compar- 
atively few. But that was not the case. 
The multitudes came from every direc- 
tion, from Galilee and Judza, from Jeru- 
salem and Idumza, and from beyond Jor- 
dan, from about Tyre and Sidon —a great 
multitude (Mark 3:7, 8).- They flocked 
to the place wherever he was, insomuch 
that at times there was hardly breath- 
ing space, and Jesus had frequently to 
withdraw himself forcibly for necessary 
rest and refreshment and prayer. 

For instance, read in Mark 5 about the 
man who lived in the tombs —the man 
possessed of devils. Jesus called the devils 
out of him, and he so grateful that 
he went throughout ta cities telling about 
it- In his own town he told it to every- 
body. You can hear him, as he would 
go to a neighbor: “You see me? -Re- 
member what a- wretched fellow I was? 
I was crazy. Family afraid of me. A 
menace to the community. They bound 
me, locked me up; I was strong and I 
broke out. I lived with the bats and owls 
in the tombs; my life was torment. But 
you see me now? I’m all right again; 
I have a new heart; my little children 
kiss) me, unafraid. I can work again and 
support my family. He did it — Jesus of 
Nazareth — oh, he is wonderful! Do you 





know him? He is the Christ of God!” 


what great things he did, came unto him” :, 


In the. newspapers, or by telegraph, or 


suppose some must have told as many as - 
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Lesson for January 29 
Mark_3 : 7-32; 6 : 53-56 


Fellows, don’t you think people were stir- 
red by that man’s testimony? Of course 
they were. Every man and woman who 
could possibly get away went straight to 

* find Jesus, just to see him for themselves. 
Every poor leper, lame man, palsied man, 
sick man or woman, every parent with an 
afflicted child, tried to reach him as soon 
as possible. : 

Now, fellows, that explains why the 
crowds thronged Jesus. One satisfied cus- 
tomer is better than whole-page adver- 
tisements or flaming billboards, is a trade 
slogan. People like to tell of anything 
that makes them glad. And that causes 
others to investigate. And when people 
fairly investigate Jesus they become con- 
vinced. The Samaritan woman by her 
earnest testimony caused the residents of 
Sychar to go out to see Jesus, and when 
they had seen him they said to the 
woman, “Now we believe, not because of 
thy saying: for we have heard him our- 
selves, and know that this is indeed the 
Psy the Saviour of the world” (John 
4: 42). 

Why are people not thronging Jesus to- 
day? Why are great crowds not flocking 
to the churches where they may learn of 
him? Why are millions dying every year 
without Christ? He is here. ‘He is just 
as wonderful as ever, just as -powerful, 
just as lovable. Fellows, it is because 
those who have found him and have been 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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saved by him are not telling about it. 
Christians, as a rule, are dumb. Talk- 
ative enough on every other subject, but 
about Jesus — dumb. 

Fellows, here it is in a nutshell: if 
Jesus means anything to you, he means 
that to all. If you have found him 
precious to your life, you owe it to him, 
to the world, and to yourself to tell others 
about him. If you have not found him 
valuable enough to pass on to others, 
then you are yourself missing the bless- 
ing; look up into his face now and ask 
him to be your Saviour indeed. Then you 
will have such an experience in him that 
will make you glad of any opportunity to 
tell it. And your telling will be with 
power, so that all who hear your story 
will be impelled to investigate Jesus for 
themselves. Once they give him a fair 
chance, they are drawn to him—and so 
shall the world be saved. 

Fellows, it is your privilege to help get 
the news around — about Jesus. 

GrEENSBORO, N, C. 


4 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of, January 22) 


1. The demoniac at Capernaum (Mark 
1:21); Simon’s wife’s mother (Mark 1: 
29); the paralyzed man at Bethesda (John 
5:9); the woman with a spirit of infirm- 
ity (Luke 13:14); the man with dropsy 
ae 14:1); the man born blind (John 
9:4). 


2. They wanted to find that Jesus did 


-| not keep the law, that they might have an 


excuse for not accepting him as the prom- 
ised Messiah. 


3- He said that he came not to destroy 
but to fulfill (Matt. 5:17). 


4. Because he heeded not their man-made 
additions to the law. 


s. He obeyed it, he fulfilled the types, 
he filled it full of new meaning by empha- 
sizing motives. 

6. The Pharisees kept the letter of the 
law according to tradition, that is with many 
man-made additions to the law as originally 
given by the Lord. The Lord Jesus kept 
the original and pure law, both in letter 
and in spirit. 

7. Works of necessity and mercy. 


_8. There is no record of a single act of 
his of which this can be sai 


— --*>. 
9. See Mattnew 12:11, 12, 


10. The law of civil taxes, Matthew 22: 
21; the law of marriage, Matthew 5: 27-32; 
19: 2-9; Mark 10: 2-12; Luke 16:18; the 
law of true worship, John 4: 20-24; the law 
of forgiveness, Matthew 5: 22-26; the law 
of murder, Matthew 5:21, 22; the law of 
Sabbath keeping, Mark 2:23 to 3:6, and 
the like. 


11. “It is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away, than for one tittle of the law 
to fail” (Luke 16:17, R. V.). 


12. “If ye love me, ye will keep my com- 
mandments” (John 14:15. See also 14: 21 
and 15:14, R >}. 

13. Sin is the transgression of the law (1 
John 3: 4b). 

14. “Love ... is the fulfilment of the 
law” (Rom. 13: 10b). 

_ 15. Read 1 Corinthians 8, especially not- 
ing the closing verse. 

16, Personal. 

17. By frankly and trustingly laying the 
matter before the Lord and simply asking 
him to make it clear. 


18. If it is doubtful, or debatable, it is 
wise to refrain. 





Children at Home : 











The Elephant Cooky 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


OPPETY-SKIP, hoppety - skip ! 
What fun it was to start out to 
school on a bright spring morning! 
That’s just how Nancy Anne felt. With 
every hoppety-skip the pencil box under 
her arm rattled and clattled. Every third 
hop she would stop for a moment and 
pat her pocket. She patted it gently, 
for inside was a nice, fat elephant cooky 
that mother had given her to eat at re- 
cess time. p 
Nancy shut her eyes and a smile curled 
the corner of her mouth, as she thought 





how delicious that cooky was going to 
taste. Why, it even felt gingery. The 
trunk must be full of it. Hoppety-skip, 
hoppety-skip, she mustn’t be late. 

Then, from somewhere near came a 
faint cry. Nancy Anne stood still and 
listened. 

“Maybe a kitten is sick,” she thought, 
and she listened harder. 

But, no, it didn’t sound like a “meow.” 
It sounded more like a “boohoo.” 

Nancy Anne looked this way, that way, 
and across the road. Dear me, it was a 
regular sob now. She could follow it 
easily. She squeezed through a_ hedge, 
and there on the other side sat a tiny girl 
crying her very heart out. 

“What’s the matter, honey?” asked 
Nancy Anne, dropping down beside her 
on the grass. 

_“I lost — my — crayons!” cried the tiny 


irl. 

“Well, don’t cry any more. Maybe 
we can find them.” Nancy Anne got 
out her pocket handkerchief and patted 
the weepy eyes. 

“No, no!” wailed the child harder than 
ever. “A horried boy grabbed them, and 
—’nd ran away.” 

“Dear me, that is too bad.” Nancy 
Anne was troubled. She didn’t want to 
be late for school, oh, no! But she just 
couldn’t leave this sobbing tiny girl. What 
should she do? 

“Have you got an apple to eat at re- 
= she asked, suddenly. 

“ o,”” 


“What have you got then?” 

“Nothing.” 

Nothing! Nancy Anne could hardly 

lieve her ears. No apple, no cooky, 
just nothing! Her fingers curled around 
the fat elephant in her pocket. Could 
she part with him? How spicy he 
smelled! She swallowed hard. Then she 
drew out her hand, and in it was the 


“Look, honey,” she pleaded. “I’ll give 
you my cooky, if you'll stop crying and 
come along to school.” 

The big blue eyes opened wide, and 
two tears rolled down the tiny girl’s 
cheeks to the corners of her mouth. They 
were the last of the tears. A fat little 
hand was outstretched to grasp the cooky. 

Nancy Anne shut her eyes as she parted 
with her feast. She helped the child up, 
and hand in hand they squeezed through 
the hedge and hurried on to school. 

At the entrance Nancy Anne said good- 
by quickly. She was so afraid she might 
ask for the cooky again. So she ran all 
the way up the steps to her room and 
sank down in her seat breathlessly. 

“I didn’t, I didn’t ask for it back!” she 
told herself. “And I’m glad I didn’t!” 

At recess time all her friends got out 
their apples and cookies and munched 
them with vigor. Nancy Anne wandered 
off by herself. She tried to smile, and 
she tried to hum a little tune. Then, sud- 
denly, a little girl came racing across 
the school yard toward her.: 

“l’ve—-got my—crayons back!” she 
called. “The horrid boy brought them 
to me, and I don’t think he’s horrid any 
more. I want to share the cooky with 
you.” She held up the elephant, a bit 
mashed now, but still gingery. 

They sat down on a bench, and the 
child handed her cooky to Nancy Anne. 
“You divide him, because he’s really 
yours,” she said. 


Off came a leg, then another. Pop, 
they went into two round mouths. The 
tail and the trunk followed in short 


order. Then the nice fat body. Ummmm! 
How good it was! 

Suddenly the little girl asked, “What's 
your name?” 

“Nancy Anne. What’s yours?” 

The two big blue eyes got bigger than 
ever, and a crumb of ginger cooky drop- 
ped from her mouth. “Ho, ho! Mine’s 
Anne Nancy! Isn’t that funny? Nancy 
Anne and Anne Nancy! Now we're 
friends forever.” 

And indeed they’ vere! 


Perto Amboy, N. J. 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,’ invaluable by way of 
illustration. It may be had from The 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
843 North Wells Street, Chicago, at 75 
cents, postage 5 cents. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 5. What Are the Values of Chris- 
tian Endeavor? Rom. 12:3 3-11. (Chris- 
tian Endeavor Day. Consecration meet- 
ing.) 

February 12. Ideals for Choosing a Life- 
Partner. Prov. 31 : 10-31. 

February 19. Are the Teachings of Jesus 

* Up to Date? Matt. 7 : 24-29. 

February 26. How Much Does the World 
Want Christ? Acts 16: 8-1§; 17 : 32-34 
(Missionary meeting.) 





Sunday, January 29 


How Our Church Does Its Work 
(Eph. 4: 7-16. (Denominational Day. 
Beginning Christian Endeavor Week.) 





Mon.—Our benevolences (Acts 6: 1-8). 

Tues.—Our teachers (Heb. 13: 17). 

Wed.—Using all talents (Rom. 12: 4-9). 

Thurs.—The work of church officers (1 
Tim. 3: 1-13). 

Fri.—Soul-winning members (Acts 8: 
8 


1-8). 
Sat.—Supporting missionaries (Phil. 4: 
10-20). 











What is the work of our denominational 
boards? 


Why is church organization needed? 


R. A. C. DIXON once said, “Every 

church is divided into two classes 
that may be called trees and posts, Plant 
a tree, and it begins to grow. Stick out 
a post, and it begins to rot. The differ- 
ence between a tree and a post is simply 
a matter of life. The tree is alive, while 
the post is dead. A pastor enjoys the liv- 
ing trees of his church, watching them 
grow and bear fruit, while he is often 
perplexed to know what to do with the 
posts th>* show no signs of life. It takes 
much of wis time and strength to paint 
and prop up the posts, and finally have 
them carried off when they have fallen 
down.” 

But it is blessedly true that even the 
posts may be transformed into living trees 
and begin to grow, if they will but re- 
ceive the life from above. 


we 

It will be helpful to read in connection 
with our assigned Scripture lesson in 
Ephesians, a portion of First Corinth- 
ians, verses eight to twenty-eight of 
chapter twelve. This latter portion speaks 
of the enduing of the members of the 
Body of Christ with spiritual gifts. It 
is important to notice that all of these 
enablements for service come from the 
Holy Spirit as his gifts to the members 
of the Body of Christ, and they are be- 
stowed as he wills. : 

In our Scripture lesson in Ephesians 
we see the Lord Jesus himself bestowing 
upon his Body, the Church, certain Spirit- 
endued men, “for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ.” As 
an individual church may have need, the 
Lord Jesus will send to it an evangelist, 
pastor, or a teacher, if that church will 
only look to him for the supplying of 
the need. : 

In the early church we find that in 
some cases the Lord through divinely 
directed circumstances sent the proper 
man, as in Acts 7: 22-26, and that in some 
cases the proper one was sent through the 
direct leading of the Spirit, as in Acts 
13:1, 2; 16:6, 7. Even an apostle was 
not permitted to select for himself the 
place of service, but was clearly guided 
by the Spirit into that field that God 
had planned for him (Acts 16:7, 8). 


Are there not some deep lessons here 
for the Church of Christ today, and per- 
haps some explanation for the lack of 
power of which so many churches com- 
plain? Paul, you will remember, warned 
the Colossian Christians against the dan- 
ger of “not holding [fast] the Head, 
from which all the body by joints and 
bands having nourishment ministered, and 
knit together, increaseth with the in- ° 
crease of God” (Col. 2:19). It is so 
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New Years 


and Birth Days remind us of 
the fast passing time; time to 
improve opportunities and 
to do things that should be 
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the duties of providing a 


Sure Income for Life 
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Becoming Rich 
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be done by taking out an 
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and so sharing in the privilege 
and duty of training young 
men and women as skilled 
workers in world-wide Chris- 
tian service. 


You should look into ihis by writing to 
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- OF CHICAGO 
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easy, in the pressure and urgency of work 
to be done, to attempt it in human 
strength, forgetting that nothing in the 
service of Christ is left to mere human 
judgment or self choosing. Herein lies 
the danger of great organizations for 
Christian work. Unless scrupulous care 
is exercised to secure the Lord’s will in 
all matters, not only of the field of serv- 
vice and the extent of service, but in the 
means and manner of carrying it out, it 
is likely that that portion of the Body 
of Christ may pull away from the Head, 
and become a mere organization rather 
than the organism he intends it to be. 


But let us remember too that no church 
is stronger than its weakest member, and 
let us ask ourselves, “Am I trying to do 
God’s work in my own strength?” “Am 
I really doing the work he has planned 
for me?” Those members of the Body 
of Christ that recognize the peril of not 
holding fast to the Head have a double 
responsibility to pray for their denomina- 
tional organizations and for th€ work of 
their denomination. Perhaps the -v.ry 
weakness or unfavorable tendency that 
we may be able to see in some of our 
denominational work may be due to our 
own failure to hold up to God in prayer 
those who are responsible for this work. 

God’s hand is not shortened. Let us 
live so close to him in intercession, that 
the work he has assigned to our denomi- 
nation may be fully revealed to its leaders 
and that they may be filled by his Spirit 
with power and wisdom to carry on his 
work in his time and in his way. 

ye 

What service for Christ am I seeking to 
perform in my own strength? 

Am I willing to wait upon him for his 
enduing of power? 

Am I willing to be an intercessor that 
the leaders of my denomination may 
endued with power from on high? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


~ 





[ Letters from Readers | 


To the Editor: Word has reached this 
faraway corner of the world of the death 
of Mrs. Marcellus Bowen last July, at Hull, 
England, where she has lived of late with 
her daughter, Mrs. Frank Ferguson. Mrs. 
Bowen is not only remembered and mourned 
by friends now in Australia, but by count- 
less Anglo-Saxons in various parts of the 
world. er husband, the late Rev. Dr. Mar- 
cellus Bowen, was for long years at the head 
of the American Bible Society in Stamboul, 
Constantinople. It will be remembered that 
they had to leave the Near East at the time 
of the great war, Dr. Bowen passing away 

uite suddenly at Geneva, Switzerland, on 
their way westward. He left a record of 
long and splendid Christian service. 

Dr. and Mrs. Bowen were both singu- 
larly gifted and distinguished; their home 
in Stamboul a sweet center of rest for mis- 
sionaries returning to and from the Inte- 
rior, and a social center as well for the 
cultivated and scholarly element among the 
people of Constantinople. They both were 
familiar with the Near Eastern lauguages, 
and their inspiring influence was also 
strongly felt by the native peoples for whom 
they worked with untiring energy and talent. 

Aside from Christian graces of mind and 
spirit, charm of manner, and literary ability, 
Mrs. Bowen possessed great musical gifts 
that those who knew her at all intimately 
delighted in and will remember always. She 
was a graduate of Mount Holyoke, an 
American lady of the old school, who would 
have been distinguished in any walk of 
life she might have chosen, but nowhere 
could she have accomplished mere and been 
such an outstanding influence as in the 
Constantinople of earlier, and who shall not 
say happier, days. She was in her sev- 
enties when she passed away, her eyesight 
dimmed of late years, but her indomitable 
spirit, upborne by patient Christian resigna- 
tion, shone clear to the last : 

May I ask The Sunday School Times to 
publish this very inadequate and brief notice 
as coming from one, among the many, who 
knew and loved her well ? 


Mary A. Poynter (Lady Pcynter). 
Sydney, Australia, September 17, 1927. 








To, the Editor: On reading your ‘Notes 
on Open Letters” in the Times of March 
12, 1927, on “Veteran Readers,” I wondered 
if I could not beat them all, as far as age 
is'eoncerned. I celebrated my ninety-third 
birthday on August 20, 1927. 

I was about sixteen when I ‘began- to 


teach, and as time passed on, I needed help 
in teaching, so 1 subscribed to The Sun- 
day School Times, continuing for more than 
fifty years. 

I lived in Albany, N. Y., then, later I 
moved to Brooklyn, but continued teaching 
a class in the Sunday-school. 

In Albany I sent The Sunday School 
Times to a friend in Brooklyn. After I 
left Albany I omitted my subscription to 
the Times, now she is sending me the Times. 

My health is good, every one says I am 
wonderful, but I don’t see it, for I don’t 
know that I am old.—Mary Whipple, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

To the Editor: I was in Paris on my 
way home from Switzerland in October and 
I went to see Pastor R. Saillens. He asked 
about , and that led to the mention of 
The Sunday School Times. 

This is approximately what he said: 

“I get religious papers from all over the 
world. But if I should come to my desk 
some day and find that all of them had 
arrived at once and were piled there before 
me, I should probably pick out The Sunday 
School Times, and perhaps one or two 
other papers, as the first ones to read. The 
Sunday School Times is not only spiritual, 
but intellectual and practical as well, and 
I admire its unswerving stand for the 
truth.” 

I thought you would be interested in this 
comment.—John C. Winston (of the Belgian 

pel Mission), Brussels, Belgium. 


_(Pastor Saillens, with Mme. Saillens, 
directs the work of the /nstitut Biblique, 


at 39 Grande-Rue, Nogent-sur-Marne, 
Seine, France.) 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I wonder if you re- 
ceive many letters like mine. I hope not. 
Will you please help me? . 

Three years ago I married a man whom 
I thought was a Christian, but I found 
out very differently about him, and now I 
am thinking of separating from him. Is it 
right for a real Christian who sincerely loves 
the Lord Jesus Christ te leave her husband? 
Really, it 1s terrible, Mother Ruth. My hus- 
band thinks nothing of hitting me, and on 
several occasions he has hurt me severely. 
But when he cools off, he expects me to 
treat him as if nothing had happened, and 
never once has he said he is sorry. He 
tells me I am not a good Christian because 
I can’t be the same to him. 

People outside our home think he is lovely, 
but, oh, I thought that, too, when I was 
rkeeping company with him. He doesn’t want 
me to go to church either, of late, anc in 
front of his own friends he says terrible 
things to me. 

Please help me, Mother Ruth. I am al- 
most in despair sometimes, as I can truth- 
fully say I have been gentle and patient with 
him and try to be Christlike. There does 
not seem to be any way out of it only to 
separate; he says he will be glad if I do 
leave him. I pray, but there doesn’t seem to 
be any relief. I don’t think God means me 
to stay with a man such as my husband is. 
There is hardly a day. he doesn’t act terrible. 

I have no children, and no people of my 
own closer than an aunt and uncle, and they 
don’t know that I am so unhappy. I would 
rather not tell people about my trouble; that 
is why I am writing to you. I would ask 
you to write to me personally, but I do not 
like signing my real name, as I feel terrible 
about this. 

I could easily support myself. I am only 
thirty years of age, and I was a teacher be- 
fore I was married. I could get a position, 
and I believe I would be happier away from 
my husband. _I feel that I never want to 
see him again. There are other things also 
that I can’t write about, but one of them 
is “other girls,” and he doesn’t hide it 
either. I -feel I can’t go on any longer. 
Will you ptay for me, and answer me through 
The Sunday School Times as soon as you 
can? One.of the reasons I do not like leav- 
ing him is because of the way people talk, 
and I love my Lord and do quite a bit of 
church work and if I left him it might re- 
flect on my-church. I don’t want to do any- 
thing that would hurt the cause. I can 
hardly write this letter, my merves are so 





bad. My doctor tells me that it is all this 
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trouble that is doing it. Please help me 
with your advice—MARGARET. 

EAR MARGARET: I am so sorry 

for your suffering, and for the po- 
sition in which you find yourself. There 
comes to me a verse about One in 
God’s Word who “came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister.” The relation 
of marriage is so dear and so sacred to 
me, that I would hesitate a long time be- 
fore I advised any action to separate a 
man and wife. If you married against 
the will of God, I can see how you would 
have the results you have described. If 
they have come upon you for no reason 
that you know of, and you thought you 
were in His will, you must take the sit- 
uation to the Almighty, who will deliver 
you; I do not know how, but he will not 
give you a heavier burden than you can 
bear. My heart aches for you, but in so 
suffering for you, I must not advise you 
against the direct will of God, and that 
no one can tell you but God himself. He 
will lead you-and. guide you, and _ will 
never fail you (Josh. 1:5). Thé one 
thing to do is to talk it all over with 
Him, until he makes plain to you what 
you are to do. 

Have you read in Romans 12: 12 that 
we are admonished to be “patient in 
tribulation”? Also read verses 17 to 21, 
inclusive, in the same chapter. Then turn 
to 1 Corinthians 7 and read from the 
tenth to the end of the sixteenth verse. 
You-~must be sure that whatever you do 
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Lesson for January 29 


Mark 3: 7-12; 6:53°56 - 


tailoring. Ord y you 
show our swell samples and smart 





styles. We Show You How— 
you don’t to know anything 
about tailoring—simply follow our 
directions—we make it easy. 














JOHN C. WILLIAMS 


Home Director of the 
North East India General Mission 
and writer of recent articles on REVIVAL, 
in The Sunday School Times is visiting the 
United States to the end of June and is 
open to accept engagements to preach or 
address conferences with a view to prayer for 

revival, 
For particulars please address 
H. H. COLEMAN, Sec’y, 


The North East India General Mission, 
1213 Pennsylvania Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















CHURCH ORGANS 
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of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 
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is of God, or a worse thing may come 
upon you. Do not shirk anything that 
is yours to do in the sight of God. And 
take no human wisdom for your guidance, 
but listen to God’s voice, and you will 
hear him tell you the way in which to 
walk, but be sure it is not of your. own 
choice. May God help you to see clearly 
his way for you, and do nothing until 
you know for a certainty which way you 
are to go. I shall pray that you will get 
so close to God that you will have no 
difficulty in knowing your duty as a 
Christian wife. 





For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Believing Is Seeing 


s¢C AID I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see 
the glory of God?” (John 11:40.) The 
world says seeing is believing. Jesus 
Christ says believing is seeing. The 
world’s maxim is familiar enough. The 
man who sees believes. We come into 
knowledge through the channel of vision. 
We know the sky, the stars, the clouds, 
the sea, because we see them with our 
very eyes. Yet just as real, and quite as 
simple, is the truth that the man who be- 
lieves shall see. Faith ever issues into 
vision. The man who trusts shall know. 
The believer becomes a seer.—James H. 
McConkey. 
January 23 to 29 
Mon.—Mark 3 : 7-12. 
The Growing Fame of Jesus. 
A map study shows the far reaches 
from which the fame of Jesus was at- 
tracting men to him, but the fame was 
accompanied by Satanic opposition: the 
first mention of men’s murderous designs 
against him (v. 6), and mention of di- 
rect Satanic presence (vs. 11, 12). Uni- 
versal acceptance of the Saviour today 
is similarly menaced and prevented. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
fame of Jesus may reach to the corners 
of the earth. Pray particularly for all 
pioneer mission work; for all new mis- 
sions; for all missions desirous of push- 
ing their borders farther; for God’s spe- 
cial protection upon all missionary ex- 
plorers in new and dangerous territory; 
for the World Dominion Press, Pioneer 
Mission Agency, and all other organiza- 
tions whose purpose it is to carry the 
Good News of Jesus as Redeemer into 
places where it has never reached. Pray 
that Satan may be thwarted in his at- 
tempts to hinder men’s wills in accept- 
ance of Christ. 
Tues.—Mark 6 : 53-56. 
Jesus’ Fame Fills Galilee. 
What a sermon could be preached about 
the symbolisms of our blessed Lord’s rai- 
ment: swaddling clothes and incarnation, 
the Transfiguration whiteness, the seam- 
less robe under the cross and atonement, 
the linen clothes and the lone napkin in 
the open tomb and resurrection, and, here, 
the robe-hem that brought healing when 
touched. Do we by faith wear the robe 
of His imputed and imparted righteous- 
ness? 


_Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
sick and shut-ins everywhere, that God 
may fulfill his promise, “The prayer of 
faith shall save the sick”; pray for those 
whose infirmities are not to be removed, 
that they may indeed realize the suffi- 
ciency of His grace as did Paul; pray 
for those who are being deceived by ex- 
treme and unscriptural teaching; pray 
for the coming of the One whose right 
it ts to reign, and who wilt drive all 
sickness as well as all sin from his world. 
Wed.—Mark $: 1-10. A Multitude Fed. 

The miraculous feeding was twice per- 
formed. Our Lord’s spiritual lesson from 
it was, “Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
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Make $15 a day selling this won- 
derful new household article that has 
taken the country by storm. It is 
CED-O-BAG a moth-proof, damp- 
proof, dust-proof, germ-proof store 
age bag for clothes, blankets and 
furs. It is the greatest, fastest sel- 
ling household article that has come 
on the market for years. Every 
housewife wants one, buys on sight. 
CED-O-BAGS are made from rubberized 
fabric which has been chemically treated. 
‘They are patented. Nothing else like them. 
Instead of a smail easily torn paper bag 
or a clumsy, expensive cedar chest, a 
CED-O-BAG provides adequate space for 
two to four garments. And yet, with all 
of these distinctive advantages 
BAGS are priced for quick sale. 


Ced-0-Bags Offer Big Profits 


There is a chance for you to clean up 
a lot of money in your town at once just 
by taking orders for CED-O-BAGS. L. H. 
Ao went out and made a clear profit of 
$12in one afternoon. J. V. Davis took five 
orders in one even- 
ing and was $ 
richer. Edith Phil- 
lips made $53 in 
one week's spare 
time (evenings. 
You can do as w 
or better. 


You don’t need 
experience or train- 
ing. Every home in 
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the housewife a CED-O-BAG and take 
her order. We deliver and collect. You 
get your profits at once, and move on to 
the next house and take another order. 
Everyone buys. Geo. Jones took 22 orders 
in two days spare time and had a clear 
profit of $22. 21 agents report an average 
profit of $3 an hour. 


How Much Money Do You Want? 


Would you like to make an extra $100 
or $200 a month, in your spare time? 
Would you like to gather a lump sum of 
$500 or $600 in a couple of months? If 
you would, here is your chance. Mail me 
the coupon and [ will tell you all about 
this money-making proposition. I will show 
you how you can make $15 a day or more 
in this easy, pleasant, engaging work. 
will show you the way to quick profite— 
big profits. Mail the coupon now. 

C. E. Comer, The Comer Mfg. Co. 
Dept.W-650 - = «+ Dayton, Ohio 
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A Hymnal for Joyous Youth 


a A new All-purpose 


Hymnal for Young 


AFunnal People. Suitable 
or for every kind of 
Soyous Goutts religious services. 


The subjects in the 
book that appeal to 
aspiring youth are 
abundant. To those 
who are interested 
in good, new music 
on the vital subjects 
< of religion—subjects 
that voice the call of Christ to loyalty 
and heroism — song's that stir the heart 
and soul to action, shauld possess the 
Hymnal for Joyous Youth, Prices: 
Cloth, $40 per 100; $4. 80 per dozen, not 
prepaid; single copies, 50 cents, post- 
paid; high-grade manila, $25 per 100; 
$3.00 per dozen, not prepaid; single 
copies, 30 cents, postpaid. Returnable 
sample copies sent for examination. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 


N. B.—If in need of some special vocal music we 
may be able to supply it. 
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ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 
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A high s — tone and its wealth 

of suggestions has endeared this popu- 

lar handbook to ennntheheeatien. 
With its hints to teachers, illustra- 

tions, blackboard exercises, questions, maps, etc., it 

supplies the need for a_good all-around commentary 

at a popular price. 


ORDER AJCOPY NOW 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave... New York. 851 Cass St., Chicago 
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THE SUNDAY 


starving multitudes with the manna of 
the Word? 

Prayer SucGcestions: In this day of 
the fulfillment of the prophecies that false 
teachers should come, pray against their 
errors; pray that Satan may not be able 
to deceive the elect; pray that spiritual 
discernment may be given by the Holy 

host to real truth-seekers, and pray for 
all preachers and teachers who are teach- 
ing the truth in its integrity. 


Thurs.—Matthew 13 : 1-9. A Multitude Taught. 


There are many well-meaning Chris- 
tians today who think that the multitudes 
of rationalism can go along in harmony 
with those who would “contend for the 
faith which was once delivered to the 
saints.” Our Lord here gives the unmistak- 
able answer (vs. 10-13). The ten “mys- 
teries” of the New Testament are given 
in a note on this passage in the Scofield 
Reference Bible. 


Prayer SuGcEesTions: Pray that God’s 
children in these days of special need to 
understand the deep thtngs of God and 
the hidden mysteries of the Word may 
be anointed by the Holy Spirit for that 
purpose; that all teachers in the pulpits 
and elsewhere may be able to make the 
truth simple; that teachers and preachers 
who declare that the Book of Revelation 
was never written to be understood may 
not deceive their hearers and may them- 
selves be undeceived; pray that the re- 
vealed “secrets of the Lord’ may be 
“with those who fear and love him” as 
they never have been before. 


Fri—John 4: 39-45 
Many Samaritans Believe. 


The Jews were refusing the witness of 
the Great Prophet, but the Samaritans 
accepted the witness of a woman. Their 
next step was to go to him personally, 
and he accepted their eager hospitality 
for two days. If Christendom is be- 
coming Gospel-hardened, had we not bet- 
ter carry the Good News to those who 
have never heard of Christ? 


PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for per- 
sonal workers, that their number may be 
increased, that their testimony may be 
received, that they may have the tact 
of the Master in refusing merely to 
argue with sinners about ecclesiastical 
topics, that they may have the Spirit of 
the Lord to unfold truth step by step; 
pray that young Christians may have 
the zeal of the woman of. Samaria, and 
that witnessing may be the normal thing 
when they first recognize the Lord as 
Saviour and Master. 


Sat.—John 12:12-19. The Triumphant Jesus. 


It was the miracle of Lazarus’ resur- 
rection that finally convinced the multi- 
tude and led it to acclaim Jesus as the 
Messiah, in the so-called triumphal entry. 
The miracle of the resurrection of a soul 
dead in trespasses and sins into a trans- 
formed life is the greatest testimony that 
can be given to the power of our Lord 
Jesus. The real triumphal entry of our 
Lord is described in Revelation, where he 
comes riding upon the white horse, with 
the armies of Heaven following him. 

PrayYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for resur- 
rection power in the lives of all of God’s 
true children who are seeking to be real 
witness-bearers; pray for revival in the 
Body of Christ, that there may be anew 
anointing of those who are seeking to 
save the lost. 


Sun.—Isaiah 6@:1-9. The Messiah’s Glory. 


“The language” here, as a great inter- 
preter tells us, “is too glorious to apply 
to anything that has yet appeared.” This 
is an ode of felicitation to Israel on her 
restoration at the Second Coming of her 
Lord. One must not be fanciful, but one 
cannot help thinking of airships and 
hangars as one reads verse 8.” 

Prayer SuGcEsTions: Let us re-echo 
the prayer with which the Word of God 
closes, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 
Pray that this shipwrecked and sin- 
stained and blood-soaked earth may soon 
see the return of Him whose right it is 
to reign, upon whose shoulders the gov- 
ernment alone may properly and ade- 
Pray that while our Lord 
yet tarries the Gospel may be preached, 
especially in those places where it 
never been heard. 





SCHOOL TIMES 


(Lesson for January 29) JANUARY 14, 1 





pose 
roqral’ 








cforCHURCH USE 


Significant of the recognition given by 
- leading Educators to the motion picture él 
as an Educational aid is the arrangement 
made by Pathe with Harvard University, 
which provides for a series of Programs to 
be used as instructional aids in schools 
throughout the country. 


For church use Pathe has motion picture courses with 
the true Biblical background, and a host of other 
<n with both instructional and educational 
value. _ 





The Entertainment Programs are valuable in church 
work, and are designed with full recognition of the 
varying needs of the various church societies. 


There are, however, so many individual motion pic- 4 
tures suited to church work it is essential that we 
know exactly what type of picture or program you are 
interested in before making definite suggestions. 
Write for full information. There is no obligation. 


Educational Department 


PATHE EXCHANGE, INC. 
35 WEST 45TH ST., NEW YORK 


{When writing address the Division of Church and Sunday 
School Instruction} 
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Gentl Please send me full information on the Pathe Purpose 
Sunes, - 1 interested in a Program of motion pictures for the 
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